
      

290	 Kingdom of  Persis. Nambed (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 2.07g. Bearded bust of  Nambed left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown. Rev. King standing right, star in crescent to right (Klose & Müseler 4/40; 
Alram 601; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 624, this coin). Boldly struck and perfectly centred, attractively toned, 
superb extremely fine.   $ 500

                                                                      291                                         292                                              293

291	 Kingdom of  Persis. Nambed (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.64g. Bearded bust of  Nambed left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown. Rev. King standing right, star in crescent to right (Klose & Müseler 4/40; 
Alram 601; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 625, this coin). Toned, choice very fine.   $ 150

292	 Kingdom of  Persis. Nambed (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.18g. Bearded bust of  Nambed left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown, trefoil of  pellets to left. Rev. King standing right, star in crescent to right 
(Klose & Müseler 4/40; cf  Alram 601 (no trefoil on obv.); Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 626, this coin). Choice very 
fine, no toning. Very rare.  $ 150

293	 Kingdom of  Persis. Nambed (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.89g. Bearded bust of  Nambed left, wearing 
diadem and mural crown, uncertain symbol to left. Rev. King standing left, star in crescent to left (Klose & 
Müseler -; Alram 603; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 629, this coin). Boldly struck with underlying lustre, nicely toned, 
superb extremely fine.   $ 300

                                                                     294                                             295                                                 296

294	 Kingdom of  Persis. Nambed (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.43g. Bearded bust of  Nambed left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown, uncertain symbol to left. Rev. King standing left; star in crescent to left 
(Klose & Müseler 4/42; Alram 604; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 630, this coin). Extremely fine, no toning.  $ 200

295	 Kingdom of  Persis. Nambed (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 4.18g. Bearded bust of  Nambed left, wearing 
diadem and mural crown, annulet to left. Rev. Star in crescent (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 605; Tyler-Smith -; 
Sunrise 631, this coin). Delicately toned, extremely fine. Very rare with annulet.  $ 500

296	 Kingdom of  Persis. Nambed (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 2.24g. Bearded bust of  Nambed left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown, floral symbol(?) to left. Rev. Star in crescent (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 606; 
Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 632, this coin). Lustrous and lightly toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 300



                                                                            297                                              298

297	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.72g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing 
diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent, uncertain symbol to left, pellet border. Rev. Bearded 
bust of  king left, wearing diadem, star in crescent to left (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 609; Tyler-Smith -; 
Sunrise 633, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.  $ 200

298	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 4.00g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing 
diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent, pellet border. Rev. Bearded bust of  king right, star in 
crescent to right (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 611 (Hemidrachm); Tyler-Smith -; Peus 388, 260; Sunrise 634, 
this coin). Toned, about extremely fine.   $ 300

                                                                               299                                              300

299	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.71g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing 
diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with crescent, pellet border. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, wearing 
diadem (Klose & Müseler 4/48c; Alram 612; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 635, this coin). Delicately toned, extremely 
fine.   $ 400

300	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.82g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing 
diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent, star in crescent before beard, pellet border. 
Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler 4/48b; Alram 612; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 636, 
this coin). Boldly struck and well centred, attractive light iridescent toning, superb extremely fine.  $ 400 
 

ex Tkalec & Rauch 51, 16 November 1987, lot 189  
ex Bellaria Collection, Triton VII, 12 January 2004, lot 545

                                                                                   301                                       302                                   303

301	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.68g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing 
diadem and Parthian-style tiara with two rows of  pellets and central pellet-in-crescent, pellet border. 
Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 613; Tyler-Smith 194-5; Sunrise 638, 
this coin). Extremely fine, no toning. Very rare with pellet border on obverse.  $ 200

302	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.80g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing 
diadem and Parthian-style tiara with two rows of  pellets, pellet border. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, wearing 
diadem (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 613; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 639, this coin, otherwise unpublished). 
Extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 200

303	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Obol, 0.53g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing diadem 
with one loop tie and Parthian-style tiara with two rows of  pellets around pellet, no border. Rev. Bearded bust 
of  king left, wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler 4/50; Alram 614; Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 640, this coin). Toned, 
extremely fine.   $ 150



                  

304	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Obol (2), 0.53g and 0.42g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, 
wearing diadem with one loop tie and Parthian-style tiara with three rows of  pellets; no border. Rev. Bearded 
bust of  king left, wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler -, -; Alram 614 (2); Tyler-Smith 199 (same dies), 205; 
Sunrise 641, 642, these coins); Uncertain King II (1st Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm (2), 1.25g and 1.45g, 
Silver Obol (3), 0.50g, 0.39g and 0.39g (Klose & Müseler -, -, -, 4/60c, 4/63; cf  Alram 619 (2), 620 (2), 622; 
cf  Tyler-Smith 212 (no pellets behind bust) (2), 216, -, 220-1; Sunrise 646, 647, 648, 649, 650, these coins). 
All well struck and well centred, lightly toned, generally choice very fine to extremely fine.  (7)  $ 700

                                                                         305                                     306                                              307

305	 Kingdom of  Persis. Kapat (1st Century AD). Silver Obol, 0.62g. Bearded bust of  Kapat left, wearing diadem 
with one loop tie and Parthian-style tiara with two rows of  pellets, pellet-in-crescent to left, no border. 
Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 614; Tyler-Smith 204; Sunrise 643, 
this coin). Lightly toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 150

306	 Kingdom of  Persis. Uncertain King II (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.21g, type 1. Bearded bust of  
Uncertain King II left, wearing diadem with two loop ties and Parthian-style tiara decorated with two rows 
of  pellets enclosing pellet-in-crescent, triskeles to right. Rev. Diadem (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 618; 
Tyler-Smith -; Sunrise 644, this coin). Well struck and well centred with an attractive light iridescent tone, 
superb extremely fine.   $ 150

307	 Kingdom of  Persis. Uncertain King II (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.56g, type 1. Bearded bust of  
Uncertain King II left, wearing diadem with two loop ties and Parthian-style tiara decorated with three rows 
of  pellets enclosing pellet. Rev. Diadem (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 618 (tiara type); Tyler-Smith -; 
Sunrise 645, this coin). Boldly struck, well centred and delicately toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 400

                                                                       308                                           309                                               310

308	 Kingdom of  Persis. Autophradates V (1st Century AD). Silver Diobol, 1.38g. Bearded bust of  Autophradates V left, 
wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Bust of  king left, hair in bunch above, 
wearing diadem, triskeles to right (NAP 651, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Lightly toned, choice very 
fine.  $ 200

309	 Kingdom of  Persis. Autophradates V (1st Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.89g. Bearded bust of  Autophradates V 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with two pellet-in-crescents. Rev. Radiate bust of  Mithra left, wearing 
diadem (NAP 652, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Cleaned and lightly toned, extremely fine.   $ 200

310	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir I (1st to 2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.27g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir I 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, 
wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler 5/4; Alram 627; Sunrise 653, this coin). Boldly struck in high relief, nearly 
mint state, no toning.   $ 400



                                                                              311                                            312

311	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir I (1st to 2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.54g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir I 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Radiate bust of  Mithra left, 
wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler 5/5; Alram 628; Sunrise 654, this coin). Toned, choice very fine.   $ 200

312	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes III (1st to 2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.74g. Bust of  Artaxerxes III left, 
wearing diadem, triskeles to right. Rev. Radiate bust of  Mithra left, wearing diadem (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 629; 
Sunrise 655, this coin). Faintly toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 400

                                                                               313                                          314

313	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes III (1st to 2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.68g. Bust of  Artaxerxes III 
left, wearing diadem, crescent (with star?) to right. Rev. Radiate bust of  Mithra left, wearing diadem 
(Klose & Müseler 5/8; Alram 630; Sunrise 656, this coin). Lustrous, superb extremely fine.   $ 200

314	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes III (1st to 2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.95g. Bust of  Artaxerxes III left, 
wearing diadem. Rev. Radiate bust of  Mithra left, wearing diadem, triskeles to right (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 631; 
Sunrise 657, this coin). Perfectly centred on both sides, light grey tone, nearly extremely fine.   $ 200

          

315	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes III (1st to 2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm (2), 1.41g and 0.40g. Bust 
of  Artaxerxes III left, wearing diadem, star-in-crescent to left. Rev. Radiate bust of  Mithra left, wearing 
diadem (Klose & Müseler - and cf  5/11; cf  Alram 633 (star-in-crescent to right), -; Sunrise 658, 659, these 
coins); Manuchtir II (2nd Century AD). Silver Obol (2), 0.61g and 0.69g (Klose & Müseler 5/12A, cf  5/15-7 
(Drachm and Hemidrachms); Alram 638, 642 (Drachm); Sunrise 663, 667, these coins, second otherwise 
unpublished as an Obol); Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Obol (3), 0.40g, 0.47g and 
0.42g, and Silver Hemidrachm, 1.24g (Klose & Müseler 5/21, p.87, 5/21, -, 5/23; Alram 649, 649 (obverse 
symbol listed as “star-in-crescent”), 650 (Drachm), 652; Sunrise 676, 679, 682 (otherwise unpublished as an 
Obol), 686, these coins). All well struck and well centred, each delicately toned, extremely fine.  (8)  $ 800

                                                                                  316                                          317

316	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir II (2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.96g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir II 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Bust (of  Manuchtir I?) left, wearing 
diadem (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 634; Sunrise 660, this coin). Boldly struck with two excellent portraits, 
underlying lustre, lightly toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 300

317	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir II (2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.60g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir II 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, wearing 
diadem (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 635; Sunrise 661, this coin). Superb extremely fine, no toning.  $ 200



                                                                                 318                                       319

318	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir II (2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.39g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir II 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, wearing 
diadem (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 635; Sunrise 662, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 200

319	 Kingdom of  Persis. Uncertain King III (2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.34g. Bearded bust of  
Uncertain King III left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with three pellets-in-crescent. 
Rev. Figure standing left, holding uncertain object (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 641 (diadem type); 
Sunrise 664, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 300

      

320	 Kingdom of  Persis. Uncertain King III (2nd Century AD). Silver Obol, 0.50g. Bearded bust of  Uncertain 
King III left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. King(?) standing 
left, holding uncertain object (cf  Klose & Müseler 5/14 (Hemidrachm); Tyler-Smith, Parcel -; cf  Alram 641 
(Hemidrachm); cf  Sunrise 664 (Hemidrachm).  Choice very fine. Rare, unpublished as an Obol.   $ 200

321	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir III (2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.37g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir III 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir II?) 
left, wearing diadem and Phrygian-style tiara (Klose & Müseler 5/15; Alram 642; Sunrise 665, this coin). 
Struck on a nice broad flan, extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 500

322	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir III (2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.19g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir III left, 
wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir II?) 
left, wearing diadem and Phrygian-style tiara (Klose & Müseler 5/16; cf  Alram 642 (Drachm); Sunrise 666, 
this coin). Extremely fine.  $ 300

323	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir III (2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.46g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir III 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara decorated with crescent, triskeles to right. Rev. Bearded bust (of  
Manuchtir II?) left, wearing diadem and Phrygian-style tiara (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 644; Sunrise 668, this 
coin). Well struck with both portraits well defined, lightly toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 400



                                                                          324                                                      325

324	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir IV (2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.31g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir IV 
left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir III?) left, wearing diadem and 
Parthian-style tiara (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 646 (Manuchtir III); Sunrise 669, this coin). Well struck on a 
broad flan, toned, extremely fine.   $ 500

325	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir IV (2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.00g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir IV 
left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir III?) left, wearing diadem and 
Parthian-style tiara (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 646 (Manuchtir III); Sunrise 670, this coin). Well struck and 
well centred on a broad flan, extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 500

                                                                                326                                                 327

326	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir IV (2nd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.16g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir IV 
left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir III?) left, wearing diadem and 
Parthian-style tiara (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 646 (no pellet in legend; Manuchtir III); Sunrise 671, this 
coin). Extremely fine, no toning.   $ 500

327	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir IV (2nd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.65g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir IV 
left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir III?) left, wearing diadem and 
Parthian-style tiara (Klose & Müseler 5/18; cf  Alram 646 (drachm; Manuchtir III); Sunrise 672, this coin). 
Extremely fine, no toning.   $ 200

                                                                         328                                          329                                             330

328	 Kingdom of  Persis. Manuchtir IV (2nd Century AD). Silver Obol, 0.57g. Bearded bust of  Manuchtir IV left, 
wearing diadem, hair in bunch above. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir III?) left, wearing diadem and Parthian-
style tiara (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 646 (drachm; Manuchtir III); Sunrise 673, this coin, otherwise 
unpublished). Delicately toned, extremely fine.   $ 150

329	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.96g. Bearded bust 
of  Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir III/IV?) left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler 5/19; Alram 647; Sunrise 674, this coin). 
Underlying lustre, superb extremely fine, no toning.  $ 300

330	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.44g. Bearded 
bust of  Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above. Rev. Bearded bust (of  Manuchtir III/IV?) 
left, wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 648; Sunrise 675, this coin). 
Extremely fine, no toning.   $ 150



                                                                        331                                              332                                              333

331	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 3.24g. Bearded bust of  
Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above, pellet-in-crescent at forehead. Rev. Bearded bust (of  
Manuchtir III/IV?) left, wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 647 (obv. 
symbol listed as “star-in-crescent”; Sunrise 677, this coin). Well struck toned, about extremely fine.   $ 300

332	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.39g. Bearded bust 
of  Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above, pellet-in-crescent at forehead. Rev. Bearded bust 
(of  Manuchtir III/IV?) left, wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler 5/20; Alram 648 
(obv. symbol listed as “star-in-crescent”; Sunrise 678, this coin). Extremely fine.   $ 200

333	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.82g. Bearded bust of  
Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above, trefoil of  pellets at forehead. Rev. Bearded bust (of  
Manuchtir III/IV?) left, wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 650; Sunrise 680, 
this coin). Toned, choice very fine.   $ 200

                                                                            334                                              335

334	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.34g. Bearded bust 
of  Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above, trefoil of  pellets at forehead. Rev. Bearded bust 
(of  Manuchtir III/IV?) left, wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 650 
(Drachm); Sunrise 681, this coin, otherwise unpublished as a Hemidrachm). Cleaned, lightly toned, choice 
very fine.   $ 200

335	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.77g. Bearded bust of  
Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above, monogram to right. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler 5/22; Alram 651; Sunrise 683, this coin). 
Cleaned, lightly toned, choice very fine.   $ 400

                                                                            336                                                   337

336	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 1.93g. Bearded bust of  
Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above, monogram(?) to left. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown, rays above (Klose & Müseler 5/22; Alram 651; Sunrise 684, this coin). 
Virtually as struck with little actual wear, light grey tone, extremely fine.   $ 300

337	 Kingdom of  Persis. Artaxerxes IV (late 2nd to early 3rd Century AD). Silver Drachm, 2.66g. Bearded bust of  
Artaxerxes IV left, wearing diadem, hair in bunch above, monogram to left. Rev. Bearded bust of  king left, 
wearing diadem and mural crown, no rays above (Klose & Müseler -; cf  Alram 651 (rays above crown on rev.); 
Sunrise 685, this coin). Toned, choice very fine.   $ 300



        

338	 Kingdom of  Persis. Shahpur, son of  Papak (c. AD 200-209). Silver Drachm, 3.63g. Bearded bust of  Shahpur 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara. Rev. Bearded bust of  Papak left, wearing diadem and Parthian-
style tiara with leaf  ornament (Klose & Müseler -; Alram 654; Saeedi 1; Sunrise 687, this coin).  Well struck 
on a nice broad flan, extremely fine, lightly toned. Extremely rare, this the finest known example.  $ 9,000 
 

private purchase from Spink (John Pett), 1995

      

339	 Kingdom of  Persis. Shahpur, son of  Papak (c. AD 200-209). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.79g. Bearded bust of  
Shahpur left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara, trefoil of  pellets at forehead. Rev. Bearded bust of  
Papak left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with leaf  ornament; trefoil of  pellets at forehead (Klose & 
Müseler 6/1; Alram 655; Saeedi 3; Sunrise 688, this coin). Well struck and quite crisp, delicately toned, nearly 
mint state. Extremely rare and probably the finest example to exist.  $ 3,000

      

340	 Kingdom of  Persis. Shahpur, son of  Papak (c. AD 200-209). Silver Obol, 0.63g. Bearded bust of  Shahpur 
left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara, trefoil of  pellets at forehead. Rev. Bearded bust of  Papak left, 
wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with leaf  ornament, trefoil of  pellets at forehead (Klose & Müseler 6/2; 
Alram -; Saeedi 4; Sunrise 689, this coin). Remarkably well struck, lightly toned, superb extremely fine. 
Extremely rare, probably the finest specimen extant.   $ 1,000

341	 Kingdom of  Persis(?). Uncertain (1st to 3rd Century BC). Silver Obol, 0.53g. Half-length bust half  left, wearing 
diadem and tiara with crescent, unclear letters or symbols to right. Rev. Figure seated right on throne, holding 
uncertain object, illegible legend around (Sunrise 690, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Well struck and well 
centred, delicately toned, superb extremely fine. Unique.  $ 500



A CONCISE HISTORY OF THE SASANIAN EMPIRE OF PERSIA
by Bahram Badiyi

The Sasanian Empire of  Persia lasted nearly four and a half  centuries, and was the third such empire after the Achaemenid 
and Parthian based on the Iranian Plateau. It controlled a vast area from Mesopotamia to India, and from Caucasia to Yemen. 
Sasanian Persia remained the only civilized force against the eastward expansion of  the Roman, and later Byzantine, Empires. 
The two powers would negotiate long term and lasting treaties as well as engage in almost continual warfare for decades. 
These conflicts, even though deadly, were never decisive enough to defeat the other power; yet they proved to be erosive 
and destructive, both economically and politically, such that on the eve of  the Islamic Conquest at the beginning 7th century 
AD neither Persia nor Byzantium could forcefully defend itself  against the new force arising from Arabia. Byzantium lost all 
its important territories in the Near East including Egypt, while the Sasanian Empire was overthrown and Persia itself  was 
completely overrun by Arabs committed and strengthened by their new-found faith in Islam.

Sasanian Iran left a lasting legacy in politics, religion, military sciences, art, architecture and literature. While it is impossible 
to discuss each of  these achievements in detail in such a short essay as this, as part of  the introduction for this prestigious 
catalogue for Sasanian coins from The Sunrise Collection, we will attempt to summarize the history of  this period through the 
reigns of  the known thirty kings of  this dynasty of  whom we have identifiable coins.

Ardashir	I confronted his rivals and destroyed them one by one. These rivals were various powerful families and clans in 
the southern region of  Persis which extended from Susiana to Sakastan in present-day southern Iran. Once his rivals were 
defeated, Ardashir challenged his Parthian overlord, the Great King, Artabanos VI. In a battle at the field of  Hormozdgan near 
the present-day city of  Ahwaz in southwest Iran, Ardashir defeated Artabanos, thus ending the Parthian Kingdom which had 
lasted nearly five centuries. While many of  the Parthian princes fled, the powerful families pledged their loyalty to the new king, 
forming the backbone of  the aristocracy of  the newly founded Sasanian Empire.

Shapur	I engaged Rome on several occasions, inflicting heavy casualties and defeat upon their armies.  The emperor Gordian 
III was killed, Philip the Arab was defeated and forced to sign a treaty which strongly favored Persia, and finally the emperor 
Valerian I was defeated and captured, being forced to prostrate himself  before Shapur as shown in the famous rock carving at 
Naqsh-e Rostam. 

The coinage design of  Ardashir I and Shapur I laid the foundation for the pattern of  Sasanian coinage. The obverse of  
Ardashir’s coins shows the royal portrait facing to the right (as opposed to the general pattern of  Parthian coins which depicted 
the ruler facing to the left) surrounded by linear text. Shapur’s reverse shows a standing fire altar with two attendants, even 
though the attendant’s appearance and pose often changes over time. Another feature that first appears on Shapur’s coinage 
is the use of  various monograms on the reverese, which eventually becoming standardized as the “Sun and the Moon” or the 

“Star and Crescent” motifs on either side of  the fire altar flames for the last two centuries of  the empire’s coinage. Similar to 
the monograms of  Shapur I, dots singly or in groups of  two or three began to appear on the obverse and reverse of  Ardashir’s 
coins. Dots continued to make their appearances in various short or long intervals during the entire time that Sasanian coinage 
continued. Göbl believed that the dots were meaningful symbols similar to those used in Vedic religions.  

The construction of  the city of  Jundi-Shapur in the Khuzestan Province of  Iran has been attributed to Shapur I. There he 
settled many Roman prisoners and established a major medical library and hospital. It was often Christians who headed these 
institutions, given their skills in Medicine in the classical world. The magnificent medical library, until it was burned by the 
conquering Arab force who took the city in 7th century AD, was only rivaled by the library of  Alexandria. There are various 
reports by Arab historians after the Islamic conquest that the texts kept in this library had been translated and put together by 
the order of  Ardashir I, and contained medical texts from as far afield as China, India, and the classical west. The loss of  this 
library gave the medical field an incalculable setback. 

Hormizd	I succeeded his father, Shapur I. He ruled for only a year. Several Islamic Persian and Arab historians have a number 
of  interesting stories regarding Hormizd. One which is most striking is his edict to exclude himself  and his successors from 
participating in any commerce given the unfair balance in influence that the royal house could wield. Most historians of  the 
Islamic period attribute the city of  Raam Hormizd as his final resting place.

Bahram	I was another son of  Shapur I and the brother of  Hormizd I, who came to power after the sudden death of  his brother. 
He had the prophet Mani arrested and executed, then began the persecution of  Mani’s followers. This action strengthened his 
support among both the Zoroastrian priesthood and the military elites of  Sasanian Iran.

Bahram became embroiled with his powerful neighbor, Rome, over the city of  Palmyra, which was playing the two empires 
against each other. Eventually, the Roman emperor Aurelian destroyed the city, killing its queen Zenobia who had dreamed of  
military alliance with Persia. Aurelian concluded a peace treaty with Bahram, not out of  any fear of  Persian retaliation but rather 
to avoid becoming engaged in an extended conflict that would have disrupted trade benefiting both empires. 



One of  the interesting facts about Bahram I often mentioned in histories of  his reign is his use of  a unique radiate crown which is 
based on Mithraic religion. Both Anahit and Mithra played important roles as deities that aided Ahura-Mazdah in his fight against 
evil (Ahriman) and were often represented as patron deities of  various Sasanian kings on coinage as well as rock carvings.

The coinage of  Hormizd I and Bahram I give us the next major development in Sasanian coinage, the use of  multiple line 
legends on the obverse.

Bahram	II came to throne after the death of  his father, Bahram I. His accession was not without opposition from several 
quarters, such as from his brother Bahram III, which led to internal strife and civil war, but Bahram eventually established a 
firm rule. His coinage provides us a final major development, the inclusion of  the images of  other members of  royal family 
such as the queen and the crown prince.

Narseh was another son of  Shapur I and the great-uncle of  Bahram II, and succeeded the throne after the death of  Barham. 
He was an able politician and commander, and having served as governor of  Armenia and the Caucasian region, he was well 
versed in Romano-Persian relations. Given this experience, when conflict came he soundly defeated the Romans under the 
command of  Diocletian’s general, Galerius, but was later defeated himself  by this same Roman general in a second round of  
conflict, which led him to give up his previous conquests. Various historians have attributed the construction of  several cities 

- among them Takrit in present day Iraq - to Narseh. Narseh abdicated power in favor of  his son Hormizd II.

Hormizd	 II, Narseh’s son, was considered to be just but stern ruler. Historians credit him with establishing an efficient 
regulation of  the water supply which greatly expanded agricultural production. During his reign the southern shores of  Persian 
Gulf  were attacked by Arab pirates from Bahrain, but it appears that Hormizd had little success in curbing the chaos caused 
by them. In one of  these campaigns he was either wounded or became seriously ill, and after a long period he died, leaving the 
crown to his unborn son, Shapur II.

Hormizd II’s coinage introduced the figure of  Ahura-Mazdah, or God in the flame, of  the fire altar. The depiction of  Ahura-
Mazdah is similar to the figure of  king, but without crown and with a diadem as it appears on gold dinars of  the middle period of  
Sasanian rule. The figure is shown either facing right or left, and can be interpreted as being the voice of  the divine. Nizam-Al Mulk, 
the Persian Grand Vizier of  the Seljuq shahs, mentions in his Seyasat-nameh, or The Book of  Government - Rules for the Kings, that below 
the fire altar there existed chambers where texts or hymns were sung aloud for those on the level above to hear and receive the 
impression that the fire was speaking to them, relating the story of  rise and fall of  Mazdak. Otherwise Hormizd’s coinage follows 
already established designs of  Sasanian coinage, with two notable exceptions: the issuance of  a double dinar (a single specimen in 
Hermitage collection), and a drachm found in this collection sporting an unusual double border on the obverse.

Shapur	II is perhaps one of  the most well-known kings of  the Sasanian dynasty. His long reign, which lasted seven decades, 
as well as his military prowess, gained him the title of  “the Great.” He ruled contemporary with ten different Roman emperors, 
and several aspects of  his reign had lasting consequences:

Shapur resumed hostilities with Rome, which lasted several decades and inflicted major damage to Roman power, including the 
death of  the Roman emperor, Julian the Apostate. Under his rule, Persia became a far more threatening menace which kept 
the Roman Empire at bay. The Sasanians became much more capable militarily, with specialized forces capable of  organized 
training, siege warfare, and civil engineering. Furthermore, given the growing military threat from Persia, Constantine the Great 
selected Constantinople, formerly known as Byzantium, located on the shore of  the Sea of  Marmara, as his new capital. 

Shapur decisively ended the Arab pirate raids that had been devastating the coastal regions of  the Persian Gulf  by destroying the 
pirates and creating a strong naval and military presence in the region. In the long run, this exploration with naval warfare gave 
Sasanian Persia the power to project force all the way to Yemen and even to Constantinople if  necessary. Shapur’s defeat of  the 
Arabs also brought them into the sphere of  Persian influence, which later served to counter the influence of  Byzantium. 

Shapur resoundingly defeated the Kushans such that their empire never recovered. This was a strategic operation which 
eliminated the threat of  a growing alliance between Rome and the Kushans, thereby preventing Persia from easily being 
attacked from two directions. 

Under Shapur, there was a sudden shift of  attitude by the Sasanian government toward the Christian communities in Iran. 
This was due to Constantine the Great making Christianity the state religion of  the Roman Empire. From this point forward 
Christians, who had always been sheltered from persecution in Sasanian society, were seen as a fifth column of  the enemy 
who could perhaps tilt the balance in favor of  Rome during times of  war between the two powers. It took a long time for the 
Christians of  Sasanian Iran to totally separate themselves from Roman Christians and to fall out of  suspicion by the Sasanian 
administration. These Nestorian communities, even though ravaged by the recent wars in the region, have been able to survive 
in western Iran and parts of  Iraq to this day.

Given the change in attitude toward the Christian communities under Shapur, the status of  the Jewish population of  the 
region improved and became stronger. In fact, whenever conflict developed between Rome and Persia, Persia could count on 
support from the Jewish community who had suffered under Christian Rome. The Sasanian occupation of  both Jerusalem and 



Alexandria in Egypt during the campaigns of  Khosrau II provides much evidence as to the friendly relations between the Jews 
and Persians. 

Ardashir	II was the brother Shapur II who came to throne after his brother’s lengthy reign. It would have been difficult for 
anyone succeeding Shapur to measure up to the level of  strength and stability that he attained by his seventy-year reign. After a 
short period on the throne, Ardashir begin clashing with his court members as well as the priesthood. He imprisoned and killed 
many of  his opponents. The conflict with Rome took an important turn as the turmoil in Armenia created a proxy war between 
the Roman-installed king and the Sasanian-supported military leader of  Armenia. Ardashir provided the first Persian military 
contingent to be permanently stationed in Armenia to oppose any Roman intervention, an action that played an important role 
in the future Perso-Byzantine conflict over Armenia, Colchis, and Daghestan. 

As a result of  Ardashir’s strained relations with his courtiers and priesthood, he was ousted from power and replaced by the son 
of  Shapur II, Shapur III, after a short reign of  only four years. 

Ardashir’s coinage is noted for introducing the mint, in abbreviated form, on either side of  the flames of  fire altar. Hitherto, 
some mint locations, such as Marw, were noted on coins of  Shapur I and Bahram I (e.g., see the gold dinars in this collection). 
Under Hormizd II, the mint abbreviation normally appeared below the fire altar, and under Shapur II, it was placed either 
behind the crown or before the portrait on the obverse, or to either side of  the fire altar post on the reverse. 

Shapur	III ascended the throne after his uncle was deposed. He reestablished some measure of  stability within the court and 
priesthood after the tumultuous reign of  his uncle, leading to a relatively peaceful period for most of  the empire internally. 
As for his external relations with Rome, Shapur III concluded a peace treaty over Armenia. This treaty divided Armenia into 
two zones of  influence, that under Persian control known as Persarmenia.   Shapur’s death seems to have been caused by an 
accident where the royal tent collapsed on him. However, it has also been suggested that he was either assassinated, or that he 
was peacefully deposed by Bahram IV.

Bahram	IV was either the brother or the son of  Shapur III. His crown is particularly intriguing, containing elements of  the 
crowns of  both Shapur II and that of  his great-grandfather, Bahram II, and his drachms were extensively copied by the peoples 
bordering the eastern regions of  his empire, such as the Kidarites. Important aspects of  his coinage were the introduction of  
the facing portrait within the main system of  Sasanian coinage (Ardashir I had also employed a facing portrait on his last series 
of  pre-imperial issues from Persis), and his re-utilization of  the free-standing fire altar. Also, except for the occasional rare 
instance where it was placed behind the crown on the obverse, the mint abbreviation now appears systematically on the reverse 
in various forms in and around the fire altar. 

Yazdgird	I was the son of  Bahram IV who acceded to throne upon his father’s assassination. Perhaps because he witnessed the 
rapid succession of  three kings in just sixteen years, Yazdgird attempted to mitigate the influence of  the societal forces which 
had caused it, that is, the Zoroastrian priesthood and the nobility loyal to it. He did so partly by fostering better relations with 
the Christian and Jewish communities, officially relaxing their treatment which had been quite harsh under his predecessors. 
For this, Zoroastrian and Arab sources refer to Yazdgird as Bezekhar (“Sinner”). Yazdgird refrained from attacking his Roman 
neighbor, going so far as to cultivate friendly relations such that the Roman emperor, Arcadius, entrusted his son, Theodosius, 
to the safety and protection of  Yazdgird.

Bahram	V was son of  Yazdgird I who came to power as a result of  the latter’s adversarial position against the two great pillars 
of  Sasanian society, the aristocracy and the priesthood. He led a successful surprise attack against the Turkic Khaqan, killing 
the leader and obtaining an enormous treasure, part of  which he distributed amongst the aristocratic and religious elites as 
well as the general public.  Bahram is one of  the Sasanian kings about whom much has been written. He was immortalized in 
Ferdowsi’s epic Shah-nameh as well as in the poetry of  Nizami, and many adventures have been attributed to him. His reputation 
stands in similar steed to that of  hero Sinbad of  the famed One Thousand and One Nights. 

According to several Islamic sources, either Bahram or his officials attracted a great number of  Indian musicians and mercenaries 
to immigrate into Sasanian lands. The musicians later moved on from Persia to Mesopotamia and places westward, eventually 
settling in Eastern Europe. These wandering musicians are the ancestors of  the Gypsies. 
Bahram died as a result of  an accident while hunting wild asses, an event which inspired the following quatrain by the great 
Persian poet Omar Khayyam (translated by Edward Fritz Gerald):

“They say the Lion and the Lizard keep
The Courts where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep:

And Bahram, that great Hunter - the Wild Ass
Stamps o’er his Head, and he lies fast asleep.”

Yazdgird	 II	 was the son of  Bahram V. During his reign there was once again rebellion in Armenia. Yazdgird instigated 
an organized campaign to defeat the pro-Roman forces and to limit the advance of  Christianity, and his epic battle with 
outnumbered Armenian defenders has become legendary in Armenian history. Like his father, Yazdgird fought the Hephthalite 
and Chionite peoples along his eastern borders, and even though he successfully defeated them in several engagements he was 
unable to decisively end the threat they presented to Persia. 



Peroz ascended to the throne after defeating his brother, Hormizd III, as well as several other family members that were 
opposed to his kingship. His reign is particularly noted for his concern for the well-being of  his people, yet it was a reign filled 
with misfortune: war in the east with Hephthalites and a long term drought brought the empire to its knees. To help alleviate 
some of  the burden caused by these major calamities, Peroz forgave taxes and provided for food for the public. According to 
Tabari, he ordered that no grain depot was private; all had to be accessible and open to the public. His decree noted that if  but 
a single person were to die because of  hunger in any community, that he would annihilate that entire community. 

Valkash,	the son of  Peroz, succeeded his father on the throne with the support of  several powerful families of  the aristocracy. 
The aristocracy desired a king who would protect their own interests, and felt that elevating Valkash would bring an end to the 
chaotic conditions in which the empire had lost its leader, army and national treasury.

During Valkash’s reign the major external threat to the Sasanian Empire remained the Hephthalites. Internally, Valkash was 
challenged by his brother, Kavad I, whom he initially defeated. However, Kavad escaped, fleeing to the Hephthalites, and was 
successful in enticing them into lending him support. With this support, the aristocracy also rose in opposition to Valkash, who 
was deposed, blinded and subsequently killed after Kavad I captured and entered Ctesiphon. 

Kavad	I gained the throne only to be faced with a powerful aristocracy which had allowed him to assume power without any 
consequence to themselves for the role that they had played in his predecessor’s downfall. He well knew that the noble families 
allied with the priesthood could easily remove him from the throne and install another in his place. Thus, he began cultivating 
friendly relations with Mazdak, the leader of  a communistic, anti-aristocratic sect which called for the destruction of  the 
aristocracy and the elimination of  corruption in the priesthood, and a redistribution of  wealth amongst the poor. The ensuing 
unrest backfired, leading to Kavad’s removal from power and his replacement on the throne by another of  Peroz’s sons, his 
brother Zamasp. Kavad eventually returned to power, his third reign, and successfully consolidated his power by making major 
concessions to the aristocracy and priesthood.

Khusrow	I succeeded Kavad to the throne. Like Bahram V, he is also one of  the most well-known Persian kings of  all time. His 
title in Persian literature ranges from “Law Giver” to” Immortal Soul,” and it was during his reign that the Prophet Mohammad 
was born in Arabia. 

Khusrow proved to be an exceptional leader in both civil administration as well as military operations. He reformed the 
tax system, and he divided the empire into four military zones each under the command of  a high ranking Ispahbod (high 
commander). Khusrow was liked by both the aristocracy and the priesthood, a significant change from the years of  rift between 
them and monarchy starting with Peroz. However, his military reforms shifted control of  the army away from the landed 
aristocracy to the court. This move did not bring about any major upheaval at the time but in the long run allowed Khusrow’s 
successors, Hormizd IV and Khusrow II, to crush the power of  the traditional landed gentry and aristocratic families without 
fear of  reprisal or loss of  military control.

Khusrow’s war with the Byzantine Empire under Justinian I took on a new dimension involving control of  one of  the most 
coveted materials of  the ancient world, silk. The Byzantines had attempted to circumvent the Persian monopoly for raw silk 
by opening sea routes between the Orient and their markets in Alexandria, Damascus, Byzantium, and above all, Antioch, 
but Persian naval forces captured Yemen, successfully blocking the newly opened Byzantine sea route. In another move, 
Khusrow captured Antioch and relocated its vital economic silk workshops to a suburb of  the Persian capital of  Ctesiphon, 
which he renamed “Veh Antioch Khusrow.” Khusrow established a strong foothold in metal-rich Armenia, Colchis and 
along the eastern shores of  the Black Sea. He also captured city of  Petra (Batum) on the Black Sea coast. Several historians 
have noted that Khusrow planned a major naval assault against Constantinople from his Black Sea bases, but that it never 
bore fruition.

In addition to his successful campaigns against the Byzantine Empire, with the assistance of  the Western Turks, Khusrow 
utterly destroyed the Hephtalite kingdom, capturing Bactria and bringing the eastern frontiers of  the empire under the full 
authority of  Ctesiphon.

With these conquests, Khusrow revived the Sasanian Empire to its glory days under Shapur I and Shapur II. However, the 
financial hardship since the days of  Peroz, the fallout from the Mazdakite revolt, and the nearly perpetual wars in both east and 
west had begun to destroy the fabric of  Sasanian society. Within a half  century of  Khusrow’s death, Persia would be completely 
overrun and temporarily even cease to exist as an empire.

Hormizd	IV	was the son of  Khusrow I and a Turkic princess, and succeeded his father to the throne. He was noted as a clever 
and just ruler, but also cunning. Tabari says the methods he used to eliminate his numerous opponents, including his humiliation 
of  the brilliant general Bahram Chubin, also known as Bahram VI who had temporarily occupied the throne, brought about 
much dissatisfaction amongst his supporters. His brother Vistham, collaborating with other courtiers, finally had him deposed, 
imprisoned and executed. In the ensuing chaos of  the succession following the death of  Hormizd IV, both Bahram VI and 
Vistham called themselves king, even minting coinage in their own names. Hormizd IV was eventually succeeded by his son, 
Khusrow II, who enlisted the help of  the Byzantine emperor Maurice Tiberius in order to defeat the usurpers.



Khusrow	II is legendary in Persian history and is the subject of  many epics and poems. His love for his Christian Armenian 
wife, Shirin, is the subject of  a great epic by the Persian poet, Nizami, and the extravagant luxury and splendor of  his court set 
the standard for many future courts in the region and also in Europe. In fact, the opulence of  the Abbasid court as depicted in 
One Thousand and One Nights is a purportedly a reflection of  the Sasanian court under Khusrow. 

Khusrow expanded the conflict with Persia’s traditional enemy, the Byzantine Empire. Lands repeatedly changed hands in a war 
that lasted a couple of  decades but brought no decisive victory to either side. In the end, the combatants signed a peace treaty 
to end the hostilities.

Khusrow’s downfall is somewhat obscure. With the consent of  his son, Shiroi, the priesthood and remaining aristocratic 
families of  the empire charged Khusrow with treason. He was secretly tried and found guilty, and afterwards executed.

Kavad	II, formerly Shiroi, took his great grandfather’s name upon his accession to the throne of  the troubled empire. In order 
to eliminate all possible contenders, he killed nearly all his male relatives, an act which may have deprived Sasanian Persia of  a 
brave and resourceful leader who could marshal the necessary resources of  the empire against the coming tide of  Islam. One 
grandson of  Khusrow II did survive, however, becoming the last ruler of  the empire. Kavad died just shy of  two years on the 
throne, a casualty of  a great plague that had engulfed Ctesiphon.

Ardashir	III, the 11-year old son of  Kavad II, was placed on the throne by Shahrwaraz, the powerful general of  Khurow II, who had 
been instrumental in the downfall and execution of  his king. Within six months of  his elevation, Ardashir was dead and Shahrwaraz 
assumed the throne. Shahrwaraz’s reign lasted only a few weeks before he was killed by his own officers in a palace coup.

Queen	Buran	was one of  the daughters of  Khusrow II, who because of  the absence of  any potential male successors, was 
elevated to the throne by the military. She began peace negotiations with the Byzantines, and within a year the forces of  each 
began evacuating the lands they had previously conquered from the other. This turned out to be a lengthy process and thus was 
never fully completed by the time of  the Muslim conquest. Among many relics that the Sasanians restored to the Byzantines 
were the pieces of  the True Cross that had been taken during the Persian capture of  Jerusalem. 

According to some sources, Queen Buran abdicated the throne, spending her remaining years as a hermit in her compound. 
According to other sources, she was murdered by army officers whose commander assumed the throne as Hormizd V. 

Hormizd	V was killed by forces loyal to Azarmidoxt, another daughter of  Khusrow II, who came to power for a short time and 
faced various challengers such as Khusrow III and Khusrow V. The Wars of  Succession saw almost eleven rulers in just three 
years, each of  whom were deposed until the aristocracy and priesthood finally placed the grandson of  Khusrow II, Yazdgird 
III, on the throne. 

Yazdgird	III was the son of  a Nubian princess who was married to one of  Khusrow II’s sons. He restored some stability to 
the empire, yet the existing divisions within the army, nobility and priesthood had already exposed the weakened foundation of  
the empire. Yazdgird governed for twenty years, most of  it on the run while futilely attempting to marshal the empire’s waning 
resources to fight the Muslim Arabs. He fought the advancing Arab forces in at least three major engagements, all of  which he 
lost, until finally he was assassinated by the governor of  Marw. With his death, the Sasanian dynasty of  Persia came to its end.  

KINGS OF SASANIA

      

342	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 3.62g, mint A (“Stakhr”), phase 1, 
c. AD 205/6-223/4. Bearded head of  Ardashir I facing, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-
in-crescent. Rev. Bearded head of  Papak left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent 
(SNS type I(1)/1(1) (pl. 1, 1-3 var. (obv. legend orientation)); Göbl type I/1; cf  Paruck 4-7 (same); Saeedi 6; 
Sunrise 691, this coin). Excellent detail on both sides, extremely fine, lightly toned. Very rare.   $ 4,000



343	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 3.79g, mint A (“Stakhr”), phase 1, 
c. AD 205/6-223/4. Bearded head of  Ardashir I facing, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-
in-crescent. Rev. Bearded head of  Papak left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent 
(SNS type I(1)/1(1) (pl. 1, 1-3); Göbl type I/1; Paruck 4-7; Saeedi 7; Sunrise 692, this coin). Well struck and 
perfectly centred, excellent metal, nicely toned, superb extremely fine. Rare issue.  $ 3,000 
 

ex Todd A Ballen Collection, Triton XIII, 5 January 2010, lot 850

      

344	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.78g, mint A (“Stakhr”), phase 1, 
c. AD 205/6-223/4. Bearded head of  Ardashir I facing, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-
in-crescent. Rev. Bearded head of  Papak left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent 
(SNS type I(1)/1(1) (pl. 1, 4); Göbl type I/1; Paruck 11; Saeedi 8; Sunrise 693, this coin). Sharply struck and 
well defined, toned, extremely fine. Very rare.  $ 3,000

      

345	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.56g, mint A (“Stakhr”), phase 1, c. AD 205/6-223/4. 
Bearded head of  Ardashir I facing, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent. Rev. 
Bearded head of  Papak left, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with pellet-in-crescent (SNS type 
I(1)/1(1) (pl. 1, A1); Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 9; Sunrise 694, this coin). Well centred on both sides, 
extremely fine, lightly toned. Very rare.   $ 1,000



346	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (as king of  Persis, AD 205/6-223/4). Æ 1/6-Unit, 3.3g, mint A (“Stakhr”), 
phase 1 (c. AD 205/6-224). Head of  Ardashir I facing, wearing diadem and Parthian-style tiara with a pellet in 
a crescent. Rev. Fire altar with no attendants (SNS type I(1)/2(1); Göbl I/2; Saedi 10; Sunrise -). Exceptional 
for the type, extremely fine / very fine. Very rare.   $ 300

      

347	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Gold 1/6-Dinar, 1.42g, mint B (“Hamadan”), phase 2c, 
c. AD 223/4-228/30. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and Parthian-style tiara decorated 
with star. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type G) (SNS type Iic(3d)/3a(2b); Göbl type II/4/2; 
Paruck 14; Saeedi AV2; Sunrise 695, this coin). Extremely fine. Very rare.  $ 5,000 
 

ex Peus 374, 23 April 2003, lot 184

        

348	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 3.95g, mint B (“Hamadan”), phase 2c, 
c. AD 226/7-228/30. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and Parthian-style tiara decorated with 
star decoration on chest. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2c) with diadems (type G) (SNS type IIc(3c)/3a(2b), 
pl. 2, A8 - same dies; Göbl type II/4a/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 696, this coin). Well struck and well 
centred, excellent metal, extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 1,500

      

349	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.59g, mint B (“Hamadan”), phase 2c, 
c. AD 226/7-228/30. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and Parthian-style tiara decorated 
with star. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type G) (SNS type Iic(3d)/3a(2b), pl. 2, A7; Göbl type 
II/4a/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 697, this coin). Well struck and perfectly centred, toned, extremely fine. 
Very rare.  $ 1,500



350	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 3.17g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2c, 
c. AD 226/7-228/30. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and Parthian-style tiara decorated 
with star, single pellet on chest. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type R) (SNS type IIe(3c)/3a(2b); 
Göbl type II/4a/2; Paruck -; Saeedi 16; Sunrise 698, this coin). Well struck and perfectly centred, excellent 
metal, extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 1,500

      

351	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Hemidrachm, 2.00g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 
2c, c. AD 226/7-228/30. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and Parthian-style tiara decorated 
with star. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type G) (SNS type Iie(3c)/3a(2b); Göbl type II/4a/2; 
Paruck 19; Saeedi -; Sunrise 699, this coin). Lightly toned, choice very fine. Rare.   $ 1,000

352	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Billon Tetradrachm, 13.62g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2c, 
c. AD 226/7-228/30. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and Parthian-style tiara decorated 
with star. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1d) with diadems (type R) (SNS type IIe(3d)/3a(2b), pl. 3, 33; Göbl II/4a/2; 
cf  Paruck 21 (flames 1e); Saeedi 17-20; Sunrise 700, this coin). Well struck on a full size flan, toned, extremely 
fine. Rare.   $ 1,000 
 

ex Ponterio, January 2008, lot 207

353	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Æ Chalkous, 4.13g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2c, 
c. AD 226/7-228/30. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and Parthian-style tiara decorated 
with star. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type R?) (SNS type IIi/3a, pl. 6, 73; cf  Göbl II/2; cf  Paruck 27; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 701, this coin). Choice very fine.   $ 300 
 

ex Ponterio, January 2008, lot 207



                                                                           354                                                           355

354	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.15g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and earflaps. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type R) (SNS type IIib(4a)/3b(2b), 
pl. 14, 210; Göbl type III/1/2; cf  Paruck 53-6; Saeedi -; Sunrise 703, this coin). Well struck and well centred, 
toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 750

355	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.92g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and earflaps. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type R) (SNS type IIIb(4a)/3b(2b), pl. 14, 210; 
Göbl type III/1/2; Paruck -; Saeedi 64, same dies; Sunrise 704, this coin). Well centred, toned, very 
fine.   $ 300

                                                                           356                                          357                                         358

356	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.69g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and earflaps. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type R) (SNS type IIIb(4a)/3a(2b), pl. 15, A42, 
same rev. die; Göbl type III/1/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 705, this coin). Toned, extremely fine.  $ 250

357	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.72g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and earflaps, pellet on chest, pellet to right. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type R) 
(SNS type IIIb(4a)/3a(2b); Göbl type III/1/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 706, this coin, otherwise an unlisted 
variety with pellets on obverse). Well struck, cleaned extremely fine. Rare.  $ 300

358	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Æ Chalkous, 3.1g, mint C. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing 
diadem and close-fitting headdress with korymbos, cross-like symbol in right field. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons 
and no attendants (SNS type IIIb/3b; Göbl II/1/2; Sunrise -, seemingly unpublished with the symbol in the 
obverse field). Extremely fine.   $ 300

359	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.20g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and Parthian-style tiara decorated 
with eagle standing right, wings spread, with ribbon in its beak. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type R) 
and three pellets on altar tiers (SNS type VI(4b)/3b(2b); Göbl type VI/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 707, this 
coin). Full legends on both sides, expertly repaired (hole by the king’s shoulder and to the right of  the altar base), 
otherwise toned, choice very fine and probably the finest known example. Extremely rare.  $ 2,500 
 

ex Peus 361, 3 November 1999, lot 325 (since repaired)



      

360	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.72g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and Parthian-style tiara decorated with 
eagle standing right, wings spread, with ribbon in its beak. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type R) and 
three pellets on altar tiers (SNS type VI(4b)/3b(2b), pl. 16, 232 - same dies; Göbl type VI/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 708, this coin). Well struck, superb extremely fine, virtually as struck with no toning. Unique.  $ 3,000

      

361	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.35g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R). Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems 
(typeg; pellet to lower left and right (SNS type VII(4a)/3b(2b); Göbl type V/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 709, 
this coin). Well struck and well centred, delicately toned, nearly mint state, one of  the finest known examples. 
Rare.  $ 2,000 
 

ex Peus, Auction 368, 25-28 April 2001, lot 369

362	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.25g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R). Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with 
diadems (type R), pellet on base of  altar (SNS type VII(4a)/3b(2b), pl. 16, 234; Göbl type V/2; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 710, this coin). Well struck and well centred, toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 1,000

363	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.90g, mint B (“Hamadam”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R). Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with 
diadems (type R) and three pellets on base (SNS type VII(4a)/3c(2b), pl. 16, A51; Göbl type V/2; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 711, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Very rare. $ 750



364	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Gold Dinar, 7.25g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type R) (SNS type Iiia(4a)/3a(2b), p.306, 
n. 5 - this coin; Göbl III/1/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 712, this coin). Nearly extremely fine. Extremely rare, 
only a few examples exist. $ 30,000 
 

ex Lanz 102, 28 May 2001, lot 329 (cover coin)  
ex CNG 78, May 2008, lot 1059

365	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.38g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type R) (SNS type IIia(4a)/3a(2b) (pl. 8, A15); 
Göbl type III/2/2; Paruck 34; cf  Saeedi 25-6; Sunrise 713, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.  $ 500

                                                                       366                                                             367

366	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.25g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps. Rev. Fire altar (flames 3) with diadems (type G), pellet to left of  altar shaft 
(SNS type IIIa(4a)/3a(2b), pl. 10, 153; Göbl type III/2/2; cf  Paruck 42; Saeedi 49; Sunrise 714, this coin). 
Boldly struck, lightly toned, extremely fine.  $ 500

367	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.46g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps. Rev. Fire altar (flames 3) with diadems (type G), pellet to right of  altar shaft 
(SNS type IIia(4a)/3a(2b), pl. 10, 154; Göbl type III/2/2; cf  Paruck 42; Saeedi 48; Sunrise 715, this coin). 
Boldly struck, lovely fine style and excellent metal, delicately toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 500



                                                                             368                                                   369

368	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Hemidrachm, 2.09g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps, three pellets on left shoulder. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type G), no 
pellet to right of  altar shaft (SNS type IIia(4a)/3a(2b), pl. 9, 140 - same dies; Göbl type III/2/2; Paruck -; 
Saeedi 35, same dies; Sunrise 716, this coin). Needle sharp and well centred, toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 750

369	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Hemidrachm, 2.16g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps, trefoil of  pellets behind head and on left shoulder. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with 
diadems (type G) (SNS type Iiia(4a)/3a(2b); Göbl type III/2/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 717, this coin). 
Toned, extremely fine.   $ 500

      

370	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.46g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps, pellets flanking head. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type R) (SNS type 
IIIa(4a)/3a(2b); Göbl type III/2/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 718, this coin). Needle sharp, toned, superb 
extremely fine.   $ 500

371	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.71g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and no earflaps, pellets flanking headdress. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type G) 
(SNS type IIIa(4a)/3a(2b), pl. 10, A24 corr. - same rev. die; Göbl type III/2/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 719, 
this coin). Well centred, toned, extremely fine.   $ 500

372	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 3.86g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and mural tiara, pellet behind 
tiara. Rev. Fire altar (flames 1) with diadems (type G) (SNS type IV(4a)/3a(2b); Göbl type VIII/2; Paruck -; 
cf  Saeedi 53 (no pellet, rev. legend orientation); Sunrise 720, this coin). Well struck on a slightly irregular flan 
with die cracks, as made, mottled grey toning, about extremely fine. Extremely rare, one of  the most important 
Sasanian Drachms.  $ 1,000



      

373	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.32g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and mural crown, pellet before crown. 
Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type G) (SNS type V(4a)/3a(2b), pl. 13, 190; Göbl type IV/2; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 721, this coin). Uniform light greyish-blue tone, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 2,000

      

374	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Hemidrachm, 2.07g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and mural crown. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) 
with diadems (type G) (SNS type V(4a)/3a(2b); Göbl type IV/2; Paruck -; Saeedi 59-60; Sunrise 722, this 
coin). Well struck and well centred, toned, extremely fine. Very rare denomination.  $ 750

375	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Obol, 0.61g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and mural crown. Rev. Fire altar 
(flames 2) with diadems (type R) (SNS type V(4a)/3a(2b); Göbl type IV/2; Paruck -; Saeedi 56 (same dies); 
Sunrise 723, this coin). Lightly toned, about very fine. Rare.  $ 250

376	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Æ Tetradrachm, 16.33g, mint C (“Ctesiphon”), phase 3, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type G) and mural crown. Rev. Fire altar 
(flames 3) with diadems (type G) (SNS type V(4a)/3a(2b); Göbl type IV/2; Paruck -; cf  Saeedi 62; Sunrise 724, 
this coin). Pleasing chocolate brown patina, choice very fine. Very rare.  $ 1,250 
 

ex Joel Malter  
ex Bellaria Collection



      

377	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.07g, uncertain mint, phase 3b, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and earflaps, facing helmeted and diademed (type R) bust of  Shapur I left. Rev. Fire altar (flames 3) 
with diadems (type R) (SNS type VIII(5)/3a(2b), pl. 17, A57-8; Göbl type VII/2; Paruck 59; Saeedi 75; 
Sunrise 725, this coin). Sharply struck, repaired at 12 o’clock, otherwise very fine or better. Extremely rare 
as a Drachm.  $ 2,000 
 

ex Peus, Auction 361, 3-6 November 1999, lot 326

      

378	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Silver Drachm, 4.28g, uncertain mint, phase 3b, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos (adorned with pellet) and earflaps, facing helmeted and diademed (type R) bust of  Shapur I left, 
star to upper right. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) with diadems (type R) (SNS type VIII(5)/3a(2b); Göbl type 
VII/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 726, this coin, otherwise unpublished with pellet and star on obverse). 
Well centred both sides, cleaned, extremely fine, no toning. The finest known example.  $ 12,500

379	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I (AD 223/4-240). Æ Tetradrachm, 10.96g, uncertain mint, phase 3b, 
c. AD 233/4-238/9. Bust of  Ardashir I right, wearing diadem (type R) and close-fitting headdress with 
korymbos and earflaps, facing helmeted and diademed (type R) bust of  Shapur I left. Rev. Fire altar (flames 2) 
with diadems (type R) (SNS type VIII(5)/3a(2b), pl. 17, A56; Göbl type VII/2; Paruck 63; Saeedi 76; 
Sunrise 727, this coin). Fine scratches in the fields, light brown patina, very fine. Very rare.  $ 1,000



      

380	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Drachm, 4.30g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1a, 
c. AD 240-244. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and tiara adorned with symbol and terminating in 
head of  eagle. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type 1a) and mural crowns, pellet 
to left of  altar shaft (SNS type Ib/1a, style A, pl. 20, A2; Göbl type IV/1; Paruck 97; Saeedi 77-8; Sunrise 728, 
this coin). Boldly struck and of  the finest style, delicate uniform bluish-grey tone, superb extremely fine. 
Extremely rare type with the eagle on the crown.  $ 12,500 
 

ex Foroghi collection  
ex Saeedi collection

381	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Drachm, 4.24g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1a, 
c. AD 240-244. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked 
by two attendants wearing diadems (type 2) and mural crowns, pellet to lower left and right of  attendants 
(SNS type IIa1/1a, style A, group b; Göbl type II/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 79; Sunrise 729, this coin). Well struck 
and perfectly centred, extremely fine, lightly toned. Rare.  $ 1,000

                                                                      382                                                                   383

382	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Æ Tetradrachm, 12.18g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1a, 
c. AD 240-244. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type 2) and mural crowns (SNS type Iia1/1a, style Abis, pl. 20, 
5-A8; Göbl type II/1; Paruck 95; Saeedi -; Sunrise 730, this coin). Uniform dark brown patina, choice very 
fine.  $ 800

383	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Æ Tetradrachm, 10.78g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1a, 
c. AD 240-244. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire 
altar, flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type 2) and mural crowns (SNS type IIa1/1a, style Abi, pl. 
20, 5-A8; Göbl type II/1; Paruck 95; Saeedi -; Sunrise 731, this coin). Scattered flan faults and crudely struck, 
about very fine.   $ 300



                                                                        384                                                            385

384	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Drachm, 4.36g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1b, 
c. AD 244-252/3. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets 
behind crown, pellets flanking diadem ends. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants wearing mural crowns 
and without diadems, symbol on altar shaft (SNS type IIc/1a, style A, indeterminate group; Göbl type I/1; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 732, this coin). Well struck and well centred, extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 500

385	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Drachm, 4.20g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1b, 
c. AD 244-252/3. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos, pellets flanking 
diadem ends. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants wearing mural crowns and without diadems, symbol 
on altar shaft (SNS type IIc/1a, style A, indeterminate group, pl. 23, 40; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 733, this coin). Nice bold portrait, two clash marks on the reverse, as made, lightly toned, choice very 
fine.  $ 500

386	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.95g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1b, 
c. AD 244-252/3. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type uncertain) and mural crowns, symbol on altar shaft 
(SNS type IIc/1a, style A, uncertain group; Göbl type I/1; cf  Paruck 83; Saeedi -; Sunrise 734, this coin). 
Well struck and well centred, toned, extremely fine.   $ 500

      

387	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Obol, 0.74g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1b, 
c. AD 244-252/3. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing mural crowns, symbol on altar shaft (SNS type IIc/1a, style A, group d, 
pl. 22, 20-25; Göbl type I/1; cf  Paruck 73; Saeedi 85; Sunrise 735, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned. 
Very rare.   $ 500

      

388	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Obol, 0.72g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1b, 
c. AD 244-252/3. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing mural crowns, symbol on altar shaft (SNS type Iic/1a, style A, group d, 
pl. 22, 25 - same dies; Göbl type I/1; cf  Paruck 73; Saeedi 85; Sunrise 736, this coin). Well struck and well 
centred,  toned, extremely fine.  $ 500



                                                                               389                                                      390

389	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Drachm, 4.14g, mint III (“Hamadan”), phase 1b, 
c. AD 244-252/3. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos decorated with 
pellets surrounded by ring of  pellets. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type 3b) and 
mural crowns (SNS type Iic/1a, style G; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 737, this coin). Lightly 
toned, choice very fine.   $ 300 
 

The decoration on the korymbos is unrecorded in SNS. 

390	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.95g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 1b, 
c. AD 244-252/3. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type uncertain) and mural crowns (SNS type Iic/1a, style C, 
pl. 24, A22; Göbl type I/1; Paruck 70; Saeedi -; Sunrise 738, this coin). Well struck and well centred, toned, 
choice very fine. Rare.  $ 500

      

391	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Gold Dinar, 7.28g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2, 
c. AD 260-272. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing mural crowns (SNS type IIc/1b, style P, group b, pl. 30, 126; Göbl type I/1; 
Paruck 64; Saeedi AV4; Sunrise 739, this coin). Superb extremely fine.  $ 7,000

      

392	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Gold Dinar, 7.3g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2, 
c. AD 260-272. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two two attendants wearing mural crowns, pellet below altar (SNS type Iic/1b, style P; 
Göbl type I/1; cf  Saeedi AV4 (no pellet); Sunrise -; cf  Sunrise 739 (no pellet, same obv. die)). Beautiful style, 
superb extremely fine.  $ 8,000



      

393	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Gold Dinar, 7.42g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2, 
c. AD 260-272. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos, one pellet 
above and two below diadem ties. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants wearing mural crowns, symbol 
to left of  flames (SNS type Iic/1b, style P, group d/1, pl. 31, 143; Göbl type I/1; cf  Paruck 81 (no pellets on 
obv.); Saeedi AV5; Sunrise 740, this coin). Boldly struck, well detailed and perfectly centred, lustrous, superb 
extremely fine.   $ 8,000

                                                                           394                                                          395

394	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Drachm, 4.35g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2, 
c. AD 260-272. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type 3a) and mural crowns, symbol to left of  flames (SNS type 
IIc/1b, style P, group d/1; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 99; Sunrise 741, this coin). Lovely style, toned, 
extremely fine.  $ 500 
 

ex Dr Mesrop Abkarian collection

395	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.92g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), phase 2, 
c. AD 260-272. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type 3a) and mural crowns (SNS type IIc/1b, style P, group b; 
Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 742, this coin). Lightly toned, very fine.   $ 250

      

396	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Gold Dinar, 7.14g, mint II (“Merv”), phase 2, c. AD 260-272. 
Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants 
wearing mural crowns (SNS type IIc/1a, style uncertain; cf  Loginov & Nikitin 1, 26 (rev. legends); Göbl type I/1; 
Paruck -; cf  Saeedi AV8 (same); Sunrise 743, this coin). Signs of  old cleaning, choice very fine. Extremely rare 
and possibly unique with reverse type 1a.  $ 10,000



397	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I (AD 240-272). Silver Drachm, 4.24g, mint III (“Hamadan”), phase 2, 
c. AD 260-272. Bust of  Shapur I right, wearing diadem and mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants wearing diadems (type 3a) and mural crowns, pellets flanking flames (SNS type 
Iic/1b, style Q, group b, pl. 34, 171-2; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 744, this coin). Pleasing style, 
toned, nearly extremely fine.  $ 500 
 

ex Dr Mesrop Abkarian(?)

398	 Sasanian Kingdom. Valerian I (Roman Emperor and opponent of  Shapur I, AD 253-260). Silver Antoninianus, 
2.76g, Rome, 2nd emission, AD 254-256. IMP V P LIC VALERIANVS P F AVG, radiate and draped bust of  
Valerian I right. Rev. VICTORIA AVGG, Victory standing left, holding open diadem and palm (RIC 128; 
MIR 77c; RSC 224; Sunrise 745, this coin). Toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 200

399	 Sasanian Kingdom. Valerian I (Roman Emperor and opponent of  Shapur I, AD 253-260). Silver Antoninianus, 
3.34g, Viminacium, 1st emission, AD 253. IMP P LIC VALERIANO AVG, radiate, draped and cuirassed bust of  
Valerian I right. Rev. FIDES MILITVM, Fides standing facing, holding two standards (RIC 240 (Mediolanum); 
MIR 792d; RSC 73; Sunrise 746, this coin). Mint state.   $ 300

      

400	 Sasanian Kingdom. Valerian I (Roman Emperor and opponent of  Shapur I, AD 253-260). Gold Aureus, 
5.05g, Samosata, 1st emission, AD 255/6. IMP C P LIC VALERIANVS AVG, radiate and cuirassed bust of  
Valerian I right. Rev. AETERNITAS AVGG, Aeternitas advancing right, extending arm and holding globe 
(RIC 273 (Antioch); MIR 1675b; Calico 3402, this coin; Biaggi 1432, this coin; Sunrise 747, this coin). Some 
scattered marks and scrapes, very fine.  $ 8,000 
 

purchased from Hubert Herzfelder in 1956  
ex BDB Collection, NAC 49, 21 October 2008, lot 360



401	 Sasanian Kingdom. Valerian I (Roman Emperor and opponent of  Shapur I, AD 253-260). Billon Tetradrachm, 
11.46g, Alexandria, regnal year 3, AD 255/6. A K Π ΛI OVAΛEΡIANOC EV EV C, laureate and cuirassed bust 
of  Valerian I right. Rev. Elpis advancing left, holding flower and lifting hem of  skirt; date (L Γ) across field 
(Köln 2860; Dattari 5153; Milne 3897; Sunrise 748, this coin). Choice very fine.   $ 400 
 

purchased from Edward Waddell in the early 1990s

      

402	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd I (AD 272-273). Silver Drachm, 4.20g. Bust of  Hormizd I right, wearing diadem 
and crown with korymbos, symbol on shoulder. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants facing 
inward, the left, wearing crown with korymbos, raising arm, the right, wearing radiant crown of  Mithra 
holding up diadem (SNS type Ia/2b; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 115; Sunrise 749, this coin). Well struck 
and beautiful style, toned, superb extremely fine, probably the finest example extant.   $ 7,000

403	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd I (AD 272-273). Silver Drachm, 4.08g. Bust of  Hormizd I right, wearing diadem 
and crown with korymbos, symbol on shoulder. Rev. Fire altar without ribbon, flanked by two attendants 
facing inward, the left, wearing crown with korymbos, raising arm, the right, wearing radiant crown of  Mithra, 
holding up diadem (SNS type Ib/2a; Göbl type I/1; Paruck 100; Saeedi -; Sunrise 750, this coin). Well struck 
and lightly toned, faint hairline scratches in the fields, nearly extremely fine, probably the finest example to 
exist. Extremely rare with the double legend inscription behind the head.  $ 7,000



      

404	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd I (AD 272-273). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.92g. Bust of  Hormizd I right, wearing 
diadem and crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar without ribbon, flanked by two attendants facing inward, 
the left, wearing crown with korymbos, raising arm, the right, wearing radiant crown of  Mithra holding up 
diadem (SNS type Ia/2a; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 116; Sunrise 751, this coin). Some light graffito in 
the right obverse field, lightly toned, very fine. Extremely rare.  $ 1,500 
 

ex Peus, Auction 349, November 1996, lot 233

405	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd I (AD 272-273). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.76g. Bust of  Hormizd I right, wearing 
diadem and crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar without ribbon, flanked by two attendants facing outward, 
the left, wearing raidant crown with korymbos, the right with mural crown; symbol on altar shaft (SNS type Ia/-; 
Göbl type I/-; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 752, this coin, otherwise unpublished with this reverse type). Well 
detailed, toned, choice very fine.  $ 2,000 
 

This reverse type is most similar to the early reverse types of  Varhran I, so this is probably a very late issue in the reign of  Hormizd. 

      

406	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd I (AD 272-273). Silver Obol, 0.73g. Bust of  Hormizd I right, wearing diadem 
and crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar without ribbon, flanked by two attendants, the left extending arm, 
the right holding up diadem, symbol on altar shaft (SNS type Ia/2a; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 753, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Extremely rare.  $ 750

      

407	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd I (AD 272-273). Silver Obol, 0.70g. Bust of  Hormizd I right, wearing diadem 
and crown with korymbos, symbol on shoulder. Rev. Fire altar without ribbon, flanked by two attendants, the 
left extending arm, the right holding up diadem, symbol on altar shaft (SNS type Ia/2a; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 753A, this coin, otherwise unpublished with symbol on shoulder). Toned, nearly extremely 
fine. Unique.  $ 750



 

 

408	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Gold Dinar, 7.40g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos, pellet above diadem ties. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
the one on the left wearing crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (SNS type Ib/1Ba; 
Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi AV16; Sunrise 754, this coin). Boldly struck and well detailed, superb 
extremely fine.   $ 12,500

      

409	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Drachm, 4.22g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos, pellet above and below diadem ties, double legend behind head. 
Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants wearing mural crown and radiate crown, left with korymbos, symbol 
on altar shaft (SNS type Ia/1A; Göbl type I/1; Paruck 109; Saeedi 120; Sunrise 755, this coin). Toned, 
extremely fine. Very rare with the double legend behind head.  $ 2,000

      

410	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Drachm, 4.24g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos, symbol above diadem ties, double legend behind head. Rev. Fire 
altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on the left with korymbos, the other with mural crown; symbol on 
altar shaft, pellet on upper tiers (SNS type Ia/1A; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 122; Sunrise 756, this coin). 
Toned, extremely fine. Very rare with the double legned behind head. $ 2,500



411	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Drachm, 4.33g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on the left 
wearing crown with korymbos, the other with mural crown, symbol to right of  flames (SNS type Ib/1B; 
Göbl type I/1; Paruck 107; Saeedi 127; Sunrise 757, this coin). Well struck and well detailed, extremely fine, 
lightly toned.  $ 1,500

      

412	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Drachm, 4.28g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos decorated with symbol. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
the one on the left wearing crown with korymbos, the other with mural crown, symbol to right of  flames 
(SNS type Ib/1B; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 128; Sunrise 758, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned. 
Extremely rare with symbol on korymbos.  $ 1,500

413	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Drachm, 4.30g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets behind crown. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on the left wearing crown with korymbos, the other with radiate crown, pellet-inverted 
crescent-pellet on tier of  altar (SNS type Ib/2B; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 138; Sunrise 759, this coin). 
An outstanding example, delicately toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 2,500

414	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.93g. Bust of  Varhran I right, 
wearing diadem and radiate crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets behind crown. Rev. Fire altar, flanked 
by two attendants, the one on the left wearing crown with korymbos, the other with radiate crown, pellet-
inverted crescent-pellet on tier of  altar (SNS type Ib/2B; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 139 (same obv. die); 
Sunrise 760, this coin). Toned, choice very fine.  $ 750



                                                                    415                                                      416

415	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Obol, 0.65g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, one wearing radiate 
and the other mural crowns (SNS type Ib/2B; Göbl† I/1; Saeedi 139; Sunrise -, cf  Sunrise 760-A (trefoil of  
pellets behind bust)). Choice very fine, no toning. Very rare denomination.  $ 500

416	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Silver Drachm, 4.20g. Bust of  Varhran I right, wearing 
diadem and radiate crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets behind crown. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, one wearing radiate crown with korymbos, and right with crown with korhymbos, symbol on altar 
shaft (SNS type Ib/3; Göbl type I/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 761, this coin). Well struck and delicately 
toned with underlying lustre, superb extremely fine.   $ 1,500

      

417	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) I (AD 273-276). Gold Dinar, 7.17g, Merv, mint right of  flame. Bust 
of  Varhran I right, wearing radiate crown with korymbos, Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one 
on the left wearing mural crown, the other with radiate crown with korymbos (SNS type Ib/4(?); Loginov & 
Nikitin 1, -; Göbl type I/-; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 762, this coin). Lightly toned, choice very fine. Extremely 
rare.  $ 7,500 
 

We have traced only two others examples of  this coin: Morton & Eden, 29 November 2007, lot 436, and Roth Collection, SNS pl. 1, no.49A. 

      

418	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.30g. Bust of  Varhran II right, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, both wearing radiate crown with 
korymbos (SNS type I (Bahram II) / 3 (Bahram I); Göbl type I (Bahram II) / 2 (Bahram I); Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 763, this coin). Well struck and well detailed, delicately toned, extremely fine. Very rare hybrid.  $ 7,500 
 

This Dinar is probably from the first issue of  Bahram II because it uses a reverse from the last type (3) of  Bahram I coinage, where 
both attendants wear radiate crowns with korymbos.   
 

ex Bellaria Collection, Triton VII, 13 January 2004, lot 590



      

419	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.36g. Bust of  Varhran II right, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets behind crown. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the 
one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet, inverted crescent 
and pellet on tier of  altar (SNS type I/1; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 764, this coin). Boldly 
struck and well centred, about extremely fine. Very rare.  $ 6,000

      

420	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.27g. Bust of  Varhran II right, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged 
crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet below altar (SNS type I/1; Göbl type I/1; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 765, this coin). Well struck with full legends, choice very fine. Unpublished Dinar with 
curved wing in crown.  $ 5,000

      

421	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 6.9g. Diademed and draped bust of  
Varhran II right with winged crown (curved wing) and korymbos decorated with three pellets. Rev. Fire 
altar, flanked by two attendants, attendant on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, attendant on right 
wearing mural crown, pellet below altar (SNS type I(1)/1(1a); Göbl† I/1; Saeedi -; cf  Sunrise 765A). 
Lovely style, extremely fine.  $ 8,000



      

422	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.3g. Diademed and draped bust of  
Varhran II right wearing winged crown (curved wing) and korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
attendant on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, attendant on right wearing mural crown, pellet below 
altar (SNS type I(1)/- (not recorded with one reverse attendant having winged crown); cf  Göbl† I/1; 
Saeedi -; cf  Sunrise 765-B). Boldly struck and lovely style, superb extremely fine.  $ 8,000

      

423	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.3g. Diademed and draped bust of  
Varhran II right wearing winged crown (curved wing) and korymbos, pellet above wing. Rev. Fire altar, flanked 
by two attendants, attendant on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, attendant on right wearing mural 
crown, pellet on altar and two pellets flanking altar (SNS type I(1)/- (not recorded with one reverse attendant 
having winged crown); cf  Göbl† I/1; Saeedi -; cf  Sunrise 765-C). Boldly struck and magnificent style with 
underlying lustre, delicately toned, some hairline scratches in the right obverse field, extremely fine. Very rare 
variety with three dots on the reverse.  $ 10,000

      

424	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.2g. Bust of  Varhran II right, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, symbol above wing. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, both wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, symbol on altar (SNS type I(1)/2(1a); cf  Göbl† I/1; Saeedi -; cf  Sunrise 763). 
Well struck with excellent detail throughout, delicately toned, extremely fine. Exceedingly rare with a fravahr 
symbol behind the head and on the pillar of  the altar.  $ 8,000



      

425	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.22g. Bust of  Varhran II right, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged 
crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, monograms flanking flames, trefoil of  pellets on altar 
shaft (SNS type I/1; Göbl type I/1; Paruck 115; Saeedi AV22 (same dies); Sunrise 766, this coin). Well struck 
with lustrous surfaces, superb extremely fine.  $ 6,000

      

426	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.12g. Bust of  Varhran II right, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets behind korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on left wearing crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet-inverted 
crescent-pellet on tier of  altar (SNS type I/1; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 767, this coin). 
Wonderful style and boldly struck, lustrous, superb extremely fine. Rare.  $ 2,000

                                                                       427                                                              428

427	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.34g. Bust of  Varhran II right, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets behind korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet-
inverted crescent-pellet on tier of  altar (SNS type I/1; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 768, this 
coin). Boldly struck and wonderful style, lustrous, superb extremely fine.  $ 1,500

428	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.24g. Bust of  Varhran II right, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing 
winged crown, the other wearing mural crown, both with korymbos (cf  SNS type I/1; Göbl type I/2a; 
Paruck -; Saeedi 150 corr (rev. type); Sunrise 769, this coin). Great style, lustrous, nearly mint state.   $ 1,500



429	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.06g. Bust of  Varhran II right, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the left wearing winged 
crown, the right wearing with mural crown, both with korymbos (cf  SNS type I/1 (right attendant lacks 
korymbos); Göbl type I/2a; Paruck -; Saeedi 149 corr (rev. type); Sunrise 770, this coin). Beautiful style and 
lustrous, superb extremely fine.   $ 1,500

      

430	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.96g. Bust of  Varhran II right, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, trefoil of  pellets behind korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet-
inverted crescent-pellet on tier of  altar (SNS type I/1; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 771, this 
coin). Nicely toned, choice very fine. Very rare.  $ 500

431	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Obol, 0.60g. Bust of  Varhran II right, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, pellet, crescent, pellet behind korymbos. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (SNS type I/1; 
Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 772, this coin). Lightly toned, choice very fine.  $ 500

      

432	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.24g. Confronted busts of  Varhran II 
right, wearing winged crown with korymbos, and Prince 1 left, wearing plain kolah. Rev. Fire altar, flanked 
by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing radiatel crown 
(SNS type II/1; Göbl type II/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 151; Sunrise 773, this coin). Well struck with nice bold 
inscriptions, well centred, extremely fine. Extremely rare.  $ 5,000 
 

ex Giessener Münzhandlung 36, 8 April 1987, lot 332  
ex Bellaria Collection, Triton VII, 13 January 2004, lot 593



433	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.32g. Confronted busts of  Varhran II 
right, wearing winged crown with korymbos, and Prince 3 left, wearing plain kolah with boar’s head. Rev. Fire 
altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing 
mural crown, trefoil of  pellets to right of  flame (SNS type III/1; Göbl type IV/1; Paruck 127; Saeedi 152; 
Sunrise 774, this coin). Well struck and perfectly centred with traces of  underlying lustre, extremely fine, 
lightly toned.  $ 2,000

                                                                   434                                                              435

434	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.02g. Confronted busts of  Varhran II 
right, wearing winged crown with korymbos, and Prince 3 left, wearing plain kolah with boar’s head. Rev. Fire 
altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing 
mural crown (SNS type III/1; Göbl type IV/1; Paruck 125; Saeedi 155; Sunrise 775, this coin). Sharp detail 
for the grade, light matte grey tonel choice very fine.  $ 1,250

435	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.08g. Confronted busts of  Varhran II 
right, wearing winged crown with korymbos, and Prince 3 left, wearing plain kolah with boar’s head. 
Rev. Letters “hw” to the right of  flame, letters “py” to the left of  flame, “hwpy (xubi)” goodness, fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural 
crown (SNS type III/1; Göbl type IV/1; Paruck -; cf  Saeedi 158 (for rev. type); Sunrise 776, this coin). 
Lightly toned, choice very fine. Extremely rare.  $ 1,000 
 

for “hwpy (xubi)” see Mackkenzie, Pahlavi Dictionary ‘X’, page 94, 1986.  
 

ex CNG 76, 12 September 2007, lot 970

      

436	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.45g. Confronted busts of  Varhran II 
right, wearing winged crown with korymbos, and Prince left, wearing plain kolah with horse’s head wearing 
plumed champron and adorned with symbol on its neck. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one 
on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, symbols to left of  flames and 
on altar shaft (SNS -; Göbl -; Paruck -; cf  Saeedi 159 (for reverse type); Sunrise 777, this coin, otherwise 
unpublished with horse’s head on kolah). Beautiful style, well struck and delicately toned, superb extremely 
fine.  $ 5,000



437	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Obol, 0.55g. Confronted busts of  Varhran II 
right, wearing winged crown with korymbos, and Prince left, wearing plain kolah with bridled horse’s head. 
Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other 
wearing mural crown, pellet on top and central tiers of  altar (SNS -; Göbl IV/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 778, 
this coin). Tiny chip at 12 o’clock which does not detract from the design, lightly toned, extremely fine.  $ 400

      

438	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.24g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah, right. Rev. Letters “hw” to right of  flame, letters 

“py” to left of  flame, “hwpy (xubi)”, goodness, fire altar, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet on top and central tiers of  altar (SNS 
type IV/1 table 23, A82 (same die volume. 2); Göbl type V/1; Paruck 123; Saeedi 158; Sunrise 779, this coin). 
Nicely toned, extremely fine. Very rare.  $ 3,000

        

439	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.61g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah, right. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, identical symbol or 
letters on altar shaft and to right of  flames (SNS type IV/1; Göbl type V/1; Paruck -; cf  Saeedi 159 (symbol to 
left of  flames); Sunrise 780, this coin). Delicately toned, choice very fine / extremely fine. Rare.   $ 2,000 
 

ex Peus 386, 26 April 2006, lot 448



      

440	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 3.94g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah, right. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, two pellets to right of  
flames (SNS type IV/1; Göbl type V/1; Paruck 124; Saeedi 160; Sunrise 781, this coin). Toned, choice very 
fine. Rare.  $ 3,000

      

441	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.32g. Jugate busts Varhran II, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah, right. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet on 
two lower tiers of  altar (SNS type IV/1; Göbl type V/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 782, this coin, shares the 
same obverse die as Sunrise 779). Lightly toned, about extremely fine. Rare.  $ 3,000

      

442	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.46g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4, 
wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants facing outward, the one on 
left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, symbols flanking flames, three 
pellets on altar shaft (SNS type VI/1; Göbl type VII/1; cf  Paruck 133 (no dynastic symbol or pellets); Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 783, this coin). Boldly struck and well detailed, delicately toned, superb extremely fine. The 
finest known example.  $ 20,000



      

443	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.34g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4, 
wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left, trefoil of  pellets behind shoulder of  king two line legend. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants facing outward, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other 
wearing mural crown with korymbos (cf  SNS type VI/1 (right attendant lacks korymbos); Göbl type VII/2a; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; cf  SWW 23 (Drachm); Sunrise 784, this coin). Lightly toned, choice very fine. 
Exceedingly rare.  $ 15,000

      

444	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold 1/6-Dinar, 1.44g. Jugate busts Varhran II, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust 
of  Prince 4, wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left, trefoil of  pellets behind shoulder of  king. Rev. Fire altar, 
flanked by two attendants facing outward, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other 
wearing mural crown with korymbos, symbol to left of  flames (cf  SNS type VI/1 (right attendant lacks 
korymbos); Göbl type VII/2a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 785, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Well struck 
with excellent detail, a few scattered marks, extremely fine. Possibly unique.  $ 7,500

                                                                                 445                                                    446

445	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.39g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4, 
wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left, trefoil of  pellets behind shoulder of  king. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants facing outward, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural 
crown with korymbos, symbol to left of  flames (cf  SNS type VI/1 (right attendant lacks korymbos); 
Göbl type VII/2a; Paruck -; Saeedi 166 corr (rev. type); Sunrise 786, this coin). Light grey toning, extremely 
fine.  $ 1,250

446	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Obol, 0.67g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4, 
wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left, trefoil of  pellets behind shoulder of  king. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (SNS type 
VI/1; Göbl type VII/2a; Paruck -; Saeedi 163; Sunrise 787, this coin). Well struck and lightly toned, superb 
extremely fine. Rare.  $ 500 
 

ex CNG 75, 23 May 2007, lot 731



      

447	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Gold Dinar, 7.49g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4, 
presenting wreath and wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by Varhran II 
and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, symbols flanking flames (SNS type VII/5; Göbl type X/3; 
Paruck 147; Saeedi AV28; Sunrise 788, this coin). Boldly struck and lightly toned, superb extremely fine. 
Probably the finest known example of  this rare issue.  $ 17,500

448	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.09g. Jugate busts Varhran II, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  
Prince 4, presenting wreath and wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by 
Varhran II and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, symbol to left of  flames (SNS type VII/5; 
Göbl type X/3; Paruck 158; Saeedi 168; Sunrise 789, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned. Rare.   $ 1,500

449	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.05g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4, 
presenting wreath and wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by Varhran I 
and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, symbol to left of  flames (SNS type VII/5; Göbl type X/3; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 790, this coin). Lightly toned, nearly extremely fine.  $ 1,000 
 

The engraving style of  this coin is quite unlike that of  the previous coin, particularly noticeable in the design of  the queen’s gown. 

450	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Drachm, 4.29g. Jugate busts Varhran II, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust 
of  Prince 4, presenting wreath and wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked 
by Varhran II and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, symbols flanking flames, trefoil of  pellets on 
altar shaft (SNS type VII/5; Göbl type X/3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 791, this coin). Well struck and well 
centred, extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 1,500



      

451	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.73g. Jugate busts Varhran II, 
wearing winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust 
of  Prince 4, presenting wreath and wearing kolah with eagle’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked 
by Varhran II and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, symbols flanking flames, trefoil of  pellets to 
right of  altar base (SNS type VII/5; Göbl type X/3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 792, this coin). Toned, nearly 
extremely fine. Rare.   $ 750

      

452	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Obol, 0.70g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4(?), 
presenting wreath and wearing kolah with uncertain animal’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked 
by Varhran II and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, symbols flanking flames (SNS type VII/5; 
Göbl type X/3; Paruck -; Saeedi 174; Sunrise 793, this coin). Lightly toned with underlying lustre, extremely 
fine. Rare.   $ 500

      

453	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Obol, 0.69g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4(?), 
presenting wreath and wearing kolah with uncertain animal’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked 
by Varhran II and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, symbol to left of  flames (SNS type VII/5; 
Göbl type X/3; Paruck 158; Saeedi -; Sunrise 794, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned. Rare.   $ 500

454	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Obol, 0.63g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4(?), 
presenting wreath and wearing kolah with uncertain animal’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by 
Varhran II and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, trefoil of  pellets to left of  flames (SNS type VII/5; 
Göbl type X/3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 795, this coin). Lightly toned, choice very fine.   $ 500



      

455	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) II (AD 276-293). Silver Obol, 0.55g. Jugate busts Varhran II, wearing 
winged crown with korymbos, and his queen, wearing kolah with boar’s head, right, vis-a-vis bust of  Prince 4(?), 
presenting wreath and wearing kolah with uncertain animal’s head, left. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by 
Varhran II and his queen, holding ring, facing toward altar, trefoil of  pellets to left of  flames (SNS type VII/5; 
Göbl type X/3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 796, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Rare.   $ 500

      

456	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Gold Dinar, 7.22g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with arcades 
and korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing crown with korymbos, 
the other wearing mural crown (SNS type II/5; Göbl type I/1; Paruck 161 (Varhran III); Saeedi AV34; 
Sunrise 797, this coin). Well struck and lustrous, superb extremely fine. Extremely rare.   $ 15,000

457	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Drachm, 3.11g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades and korymbos, trefoil of  pellts behind crown. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants, 
the one on left wearing mural crown, the other wearing plain crown, both with korymbos, symbols flanking 
flames, upward crescent on altar shaft (SNS type II/-; Göbl type I/-; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 798, this coin, 
otherwise unpublished reverse type). Extremely fine, lightly toned.  $ 1,000 
 

ex CNG 47, September 1998, lot 698

      

458	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Obol, 0.62g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades and korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing crown 
with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (SNS type II/5; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 184; 
Sunrise 799, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 750



      

459	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Obol, 0.60g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades and korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing crown 
with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (SNS type II/5; Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi 184; 
Sunrise 800, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Rare.   $ 750

460	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Drachm, 3.95g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades and korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing crown 
with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, symbol on altar shaft (SNS type II/5; Göbl type I/1; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 801, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.  $ 1,000

                                                                       461                                                             462

461	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Drachm, 4.28g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in single group. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
both wearing mural crowns, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a; cf  Göbl type 
II/2 (altar with ribbon); Paruck 165; Saeedi 177 (same dies); Sunrise 802, this coin). Some very faint scratches 
in the fields, toned, extremely fine.  $ 750

462	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Drachm, 4.12g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in single group. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
both wearing mural crowns, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a; cf  Göbl type 
II/2 (altar with ribbon); Paruck 165; Saeedi 177; Sunrise 803, this coin). Well struck throughout, extremely 
fine, lightly toned.   $ 1,000

      

463	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Hemidrachm, 1.90g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown 
with arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in single group. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two 
attendants, both wearing mural crowns, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a; 
cf  Göbl type II/2 (altar with ribbon); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 804, this coin). Nicely centred with fine detail, 
cleaned, lightly toned, very fine. Extremely rare.   $ 500



464	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Obol, 0.64g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in single group. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
both wearing mural crowns, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a; cf  Göbl type II/2 
(altar with ribbon); Paruck -; Saeedi 179; Sunrise 805, this coin). Toned, choice very fine.  $ 500

      

465	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Gold Dinar, 7.36g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in single group. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, 
the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, symbols flanking 
flames (SNS type Ib/2a; Göbl type II/2; Paruck -; Saeedi AV29; Sunrise 806, this coin). Well struck, some 
scrapes and marks, toned, extremely fine. Extremely rare with no ribbons on fire altar shaft.  $ 8,000

      

466	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Gold Dinar, 7.18g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in single group, small ∆-like object behind korymbos. 
Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, 
the other wearing mural crown, symbols flanking flames (cf  SNS type Ib/2a; cf  Göbl type II/2; Paruck -; 
cf  Saeedi AV29; Sunrise 807, this coin, otherwise an unpublished variety). Lovely example with artistic dies 
struck in high relief, minor file marks on edge, about extremely fine. Extremely rare with no ribbon on fire altar 
shaft.   $ 8,000 
 

ex William Warden

      

467	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Gold Dinar, 7.35g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in two groups. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, the one on left wearing winged crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, symbols 
flanking flames, trefoil of  pellets on altar shaft (SNS type Id/3c; Göbl type II/2; Paruck 170; Saeedi AV31; 
Sunrise 808, this coin). Boldly struck, delicately toned, superb extremely fine, a magnificent example. 
Extremely rare with two groups of  tufted hair.   $ 12,500



                                                                                 468                                                     469

468	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Drachm, 4.09g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in two groups. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, both wearing mural crowns, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames, trefoil of  pellets on 
altar shaft (SNS type Ic/3b; Göbl type II/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 810, this coin). Uniform matte grey 
tone, choice very fine.   $ 400

469	 Sasanian Kingdom. Narseh (AD 293-303). Silver Obol, 0.46g. Bust of  Narseh right, wearing crown with 
arcades, three foliate branches, and korymbos, hair in two groups. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, both wearing mural crowns, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames, trefoil of  pellets 
on altar shaft (SNS type Ic/3d; Göbl type II/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 811, this coin). Toned, nearly 
extremely fine. Rare.   $ 500

      

470	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Gold Dinar, 7.16g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left 
wearing eagle crown, the other wearing mural crown, both with korymbos, two pellets flanking flames 
(SNS type Ia/3b; Göbl type I/1a; Paruck -; Saeedi AV36; Sunrise 812, this coin). Well struck with complete 
legends, faint file mark on the rim near 6 o’clock, choice very fine. Very rare.   $ 4,000

      

471	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Gold Dinar, 7.14g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left 
wearing eagle crown, the other wearing mural crown, both with korymbos (SNS type Ia/3d; Göbl type I/1a 
(pl. 5, 81); Paruck -; Saeedi AV37; Sunrise 813, this coin). Well struck with excellent detail for the grade, lightly 
toned, choice very fine. Extremely rare. $ 4,500 
 

ex Edward Joseph Collection



      

472	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Gold Dinar, 7.27g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left 
wearing eagle crown, the other wearing mural crown, both with korymbos (SNS type Ia/3d; Göbl type I/1a 
(pl. 5, 81); Paruck -; Saeedi AV37; Sunrise 814, this coin). Boldly struck and well centred with underlying lustre, 
lightly toned, superb extremely fine. Extremely rare.  $ 8,000 
 

ex Morton & Eden, 2 December 2009, lot 26

473	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 4.10g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing 
eagle crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the 
left wearing eagle crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (SNS type Ia/3a; cf  Göbl type I/1a 
(both attendants with korymbos); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 815, this coin). Lightly toned, about extremely 
fine.  $ 200

474	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 4.20g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left 
wearing eagle crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, pellet on altar shaft (SNS type Ia/3a; 
cf  Göbl type I/1a (both attendants with korymbos); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 816, this coin). Sharply struck 
and lustrous, superb extremely fine.  $ 600

475	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 3.87g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos, pellet behind crown. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two 
attendants, the left wearing eagle crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown, letter and pellet to 
left of  flames, pellet to right of  flames (SNS type Ia/3a; cf  Göbl type I/1a (both attendants with korymbos); 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 817, this coin). Lustrous and lightly toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 300



476	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 3.92g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing 
eagle crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust in flames, flanked by two attendants, the 
left wearing crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (cf  SNS type Ia/3a; cf  Göbl type I/1a; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 818, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Delicately toned with some underlying 
lustre, extremely fine.  $ 300 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “This coin has a more rough style than usual for this period, with particularly crude legends. Also, the crown 
on the obverse usually shows the eagle holding a single berry or pellet in its beak, while this coin shows the eagle with what appears to 
be two berries and a leaf  on a vine. On the reverse, the figure on the left is typically displayed wearing a eagle crown, as on the obverse, 
but here it clearly is a crown with korymbos similar to Aradashir I. Additionally, the bust in the altar flames is usually facing left or right, 
but the style here is such that it is not possible to discern which direction the bust is facing. See [Sunrise] 824, for a similar issue.”  
See lot  for a similar issue.

      

477	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 4.31g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos, letter behind crown, all within double border. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left 
in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left wearing eagle crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural 
crown, all within double border (cf  SNS type Ia/3a; cf  Göbl type I/1a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 819, this 
coin, otherwise unpublished with double borders). Boldly struck and well centred, superb extremely fine, a 
marvelous specimen. Unique.  $ 2,000

478	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 3.65g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing 
eagle crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, 
the left wearing eagle crown, the other wearing mural crown, both with korymbos, pellet on tier of  altar. 

“ART” mintmark below the base of  the fire altar shaft (SNS type Ia/3b; Göbl type I/1a; Paruck -; Saeedi 189; 
Sunrise 820, this coin). Well struck, lightly toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 750



479	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 3.84g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left 
wearing winged crown, the other wearing mural crown, both with korymbos, pellet on tier of  altar 
(SNS type Ia/3b; Göbl type I/1a; Paruck -; Saeedi 189; Sunrise 821, this coin). Well struck with underlying 
lustre, lightly toned, superb extremely fine.  Extremely rare with the mintmark letters “RD” (or JD?) below the base 
of  the fire altar.  $ 750

480	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Drachm, 4.30g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left 
wearing eagle crown, the other wearing mural crown, both with korymbos, two pellets to left of  flames (SNS type 
Ia/3b; Göbl type I/1a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 822, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.   $ 250

481	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Silver Obol, 0.62g. Bust of  Hormizd II right, wearing eagle 
crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust left in flames, flanked by two attendants, the left 
wearing eagle crown with korymbos, the other wearing mural crown (SNS type Ia/3a; cf  Göbl type I/1a 
(both attendants with korymbos); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 823, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned. 
Rare.   $ 500

482	 Sasanian Kingdom. Hormizd II (AD 303-309). Æ Tetradrachm(?), 9.59g. Bust of  Hormizd II left (very rare), 
wearing eagle crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two 
attendants, the left wearing mural crown, the other wearing eagle crown with korymbos (SNS type Ib/3a; 
cf  Göbl type Ia/1a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 824, this coin). Dark green patina, scratches on the reverse, 
crude as made,  very fine / fine.  Very rare.  $ 1,000 
 

See lot  for a similar issue.  This issue has a more rough style than usual for this period, with crude legends. The three pellets or berries 
in the mouth of  the eagle on the crown suggests that both of  these coins may be from the same mint. 



      

483	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 6.93g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), c. AD 309-320. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two attendants, 
each wearing mural crown, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a1 (pl. 1, 4 corr. 
(rev. type)); MK 1200; Göbl type Ib/2 (pl. 6, 88); Paruck 198; Saeedi AV40; Sunrise 825, this coin). 
Boldly struck and well defined, lovely delicate golden-orange tone, extremely fine.  $ 7,500

484	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.09g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), c. AD 309-320. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, each wearing mural crown, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a1 
(pl. 1, 3); MK 1201; Göbl type Ia/4 (pl. 6, 88); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 826, this coin). Lustrous, nearly mint 
state, a marvelous bold strike.   $ 750

485	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.18g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), c. AD 309-320. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, each wearing mural crown, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a1 
(pl. 1, 3); MK 1201; Göbl type Ia/4 (pl. 6, 88); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 827, this coin). Superb extremely 
fine, no toning.  $ 500

486	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.85g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), c. AD 309-320. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, each wearing mural crown, the left with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a1 
(pl. 1, 3); MK 1201; Göbl type Ia/4 (pl. 6, 88); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 828, this coin). Well struck and well 
detailed, faint hairlines from cleaning, lightly toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 500



      

487	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 7.30g, mint I (“Ctesiphon”), c. AD 309-320. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, symbols on altar shaft (SNS type Ia/1b (unlisted 
for mint); MK -; Göbl -; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 829, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Boldly struck, 
extremely fine.   $ 7,500 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “Although unpublished for this mint, the overall style, especially of  the king’s garment on the obverse 
and the straight flames on the altar, are consistent with the dinars of  this mint (see SNS III pl. 1, 4).”   
 

ex Morton & Eden, 2 December 2009, lot 28

488	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.30g, mint II (“Western” mint), c. AD 320-379. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Letters “rast” (truth) 
on the shaft of  the fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing 
mural crown with korymbos (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 5, 59); MK 1256; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck 210; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 830, this coin). Lovely style and well struck, delicately toned, extremely fine.  $ 500

                                                                     489                                                              490

489	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.22g, mint III (“Western” mint), c. AD 309-
320. Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos decorated with trifoil pellets. Rev. Letters 
“rast” (truth) on shaft of  the fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each 
wearing mural crown with korymbos (SNS type Ia/3a (pl. 6, 82 corr.); MK -; Göbl type Ib/6a; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 831, this coin). Virtually as struck and needle sharp throughout, lightly toned, superb 
extremely fine.   $ 500 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “In his description of  SNS catalog number 82, Schindel lists the obverse type as Ic, but the ribbons are 
clearly originating above the hair, as type Ia and Ib. As no inner ribbon is present, the type for this coin must be Ia. Interestingly, SNS 
does not list this type combination, while Göbl does.” 

490	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.52g, mint III (“Western” mint), c. AD 320. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ic1/1a2 (pl. 6, 80); 
MK 1265; Göbl type 1b/4; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 832, this coin). Excellent detail, nicely toned, extremely 
fine. Rarely seen this choice.  $ 500



      

491	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 7.21g, mint IV (“Western” mint), c. AD 309-320. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon, flanked by two 
attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, symbols flanking flames (SNS type Ia/1a2; MK -; 
Göbl type Ib/1; cf  Paruck 206 (uncertain mint); cf  Saeedi AV41 (uncertain mint); Saeedi -; Sunrise 833, this 
coin). Traces of  possible edge filing and signs of  old cleaning with a few faint hairlines in the right obverse 
field, toned, nearly extremely fine.  $ 7,000 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “There are no published gold issues for mint IV. Attribution is based on stylistic considerations and 
comparison with published drachms from this mint.”   
 

purchased from Andre de Clermont

492	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.64g, mint V (Sakastan), c. AD 320. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar with 
ribbon, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, letter to right of  altar, symbol 
and trefoil of  pellets on altar shaft, pellets flanking staff  of  right attendant (SNS type Ib1/1b; MK 1276/1 
(same dies); Göbl type Ia/5 (pl. 6, 100); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 834, this coin). Lightly toned, about 
extremely fine.  $ 400

493	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.45g, mint V (Sakastan), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and 
bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, legend on altar 
shaft; “SKSTN” mint name left of  fire altar shaft (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 7, 91); MK 1286; Göbl type Ia/6a; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Alram 803; AN 3223; Sunrise 835, this coin). Toned, very fine.   $ 250

494	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.78g, mint V (Sakastan), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, large letter to right. Rev. Fire altar 
with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos 
(SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 7, 92-4); MK 1297 (Mint VII); Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 836, this 
coin). Excellent detail for the grade, toned, very fine.   $ 250



495	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.98g, mint V (Sakastan), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, large letter to right. Rev. Fire altar 
with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos 
(SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 7, 92-4); MK 1297 (Mint VII); Göbl type Ia/6a; Mochiri 337; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 837, this coin). Boldly struck, toned, about extremely fine.  $ 300

      

496	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 7.08g, mint VI (Merv), c. AD 320. Bust of  Shapur II 
right, wearing mural crown with korymbos, pellet to right. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons; mint mark 
letters “mrwn” to right of  altar shaft (SNS type Ib1/2a; MK -; Loginov & Nikitin 2, type 4; Göbl type Ia/7; 
Paruck 245; Saeedi AV47; Sunrise 838, this coin). Boldly struck, lovely compact style, delicately toned, superb 
extremely fine, a marvelous example.   $ 8,000 
 

ex Pirozan

      

497	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.69g, mint VIII (Herat), c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons and bust right in flames, 
flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, pseudo-legend at sides and on altar 
shaft (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 8, 102); MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 839, this coin). Toned, 
choice very fine.   $ 400

      

498	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 7.26g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type Ib1/2a (pl. 8, 103); 
MK 1224 (Mint I); Göbl type Ia/7; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 840, this coin). Possible touch of  minor edge 
filing, light golden-orange toning, about extremely fine.  $ 4,500



      

499	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.29g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS 
type Ib1/2a (pl. 8, 104); MK 1225 (Mint I); Göbl type Ia/7; Paruck 255; Saeedi -; Sunrise 841, this coin). 
A marvelous bold strike and of  excellent style, lightly toned, superb extremely fine. Rare.  $ 3,500

500	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.90g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type 
Ib1/2a (pl. 8, 104); MK 1225 (Mint I); Göbl type Ia/7; Paruck 255; Saeedi -; Sunrise 842, this coin). Boldly 
struck and well centred, toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 2,500

501	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.28g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type 
Ib1/2a (pl. 8, 104); MK 1225 (Mint I); Göbl type Ia/7; Paruck 255; Saeedi -; Sunrise 843, this coin). Nicely 
toned, about extremely fine.   $ 1,500

                                                                                502                                           503

502	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.66g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons 
(SNS type Ib1/2a; MK 1270 (Mint III); Göbl type Ia/7; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 844, this coin). Toned, 
about extremely fine.  $ 500

503	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.70g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type 
Ib1/2a; MK -; Göbl type Ia/7; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 845, this coin). Toned, extremely fine.   $ 500



      

504	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.6g, mint II. Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing 
diadem and mural crown with korymbos, large pellet behind korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons and no 
attendants (SNS type Ib1/2A; Göbl type 1b/7; Saeedi -; Sunrise -, cf  Sunrise 845-A). Well struck and well 
centred, nicely toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 500

      

505	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold 1/6-Dinar, 1.34g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon 
and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown; pseudo-legend on altar shaft 
(SNS type Ib1/3a; MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 846, this coin, otherwise unpublished). 
Possibly removed from jewelry, sharpness of  very fine or better. Possibly unique.  $ 2,000

506	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.14g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and 
bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, legend “rasty” 
(truth) on altar shaft and base (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 9, 106); MK 1313; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck 211; 
Saeedi 207; Sunrise 847, this coin). Well struck, tiny mark before the nose, toned, extremely fine.   $ 250

507	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.92g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and 
bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, legend on altar 
shaft and base (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 9, 118); MK 1313; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck 211; Saeedi 207; Sunrise 848, 
this coin). Well struck in high relief, lightly toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 500



      

508	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.63g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, star to right. Rev. Fire altar with 
ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, pseudo-
legend on altar shaft (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 16, 234); MK 1231 (mint I) and 1308 (mint VIII); Göbl type Ia/6a; 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 849, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 600 
 

ex Peus 326, November 1989, lot 43  
ex Bellaria Collection, Triton VII, January 2004, lot 620

      

509	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.59g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, altar(?) symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar 
with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, 
pseudo-legend on altar shaft (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 16, 243); MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 850, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 500

      

510	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.61g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, palm branch to right. Rev. Fire altar 
with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown, pseudo-legend 
on altar shaft (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 16, 244); MK 1336; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 851, this coin). 
Toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 500

                               
                                       511                                                                            512

511	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.60g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos, symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar flanked by two 
attendants (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 16, 244); MK 1336; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck 226; Saeedi -; Sunrise 852, this 
coin). Very fine. Rare.   $ 200

512	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.63g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar with 
ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, pseudo-
legend on altar shaft (SNS type Ib1/3a (pl. 16, A26); MK 1233 (mint I) and 1337; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 853, this coin). Toned, extremely fine.   $ 500



      

513	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold 1/6-Dinar, 1.58g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar with 
ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, left without korymbos and right with korymbos, 
pseudo-legend on altar shaft (SNS type Ic2/3a; MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 854, this 
coin, otherwise unpublished, but see SNS pl. 17, 254 = Paruck 229 for an Obol that is otherwise identical). 
Burnished, about very fine. Exceedingly rare and possibly unique.   $ 1,500 
 

purchased from Larry Gaye

514	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.15g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust 
of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and 
bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, legend on altar 
shaft (SNS type Ic2/3a (pl. 17, 252); MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck 215; Saeedi -; Sunrise 855, this coin). 
Boldly struck and needle sharp, lovely compact style, toned, superb extremely fine.  $ 750

515	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.55g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar with 
ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown, legend on altar shaft 
(SNS type Ic2/3a; MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 856, this coin, otherwise unpublished). 
A remarkable example with the obverse unusually well detailed, extremely fine, lightly toned. $ 500

      

516	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Lightweight Dinar, 4.28g, mint IX (“Kabul”), c. AD 320-379. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing crown with diadem. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, 
flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown (SNS type II/3a (pl. 17, 255); MK 1311; Göbl type 
II/6a (pl. 7, 113); Paruck 275-7 (Shapur III); Saeedi -; Sunrise 857, this coin). Well struck and lightly toned, 
extremely fine. Very rare.   $ 7,000 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “According to SNS, the crowns on the attendants differentiate the issues of  this type as Shapur II or III. 
On this example, their crowns appear as the standard crown of  Shapur II.” 



                                                                         517                                                              518

517	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.91g, mint XI (“Eastern” mint), c. AD 320-379. 
Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, crescent(?) to right. Rev. Fire 
altar with ribbon and bust right(?) in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown (SNS type 
Ib1/3a (pl. 17, 258-9); MK 1354; Göbl type III/6a (pl. 7, 114); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 858, this coin). 
Reverse crude, very fine / fair. $ 250

518	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 3.91g, mint XII (“Eastern” mint), “rsh” (Rishahr), 
c. AD 320-379. Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar 
with ribbon and bust right without flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown (SNS type 
Ib1/3a (cf  pl. 19, 285); MK 1319 (mint IX (Kabul)); Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 859, this 
coin). A few areas of  weakness but virtually as struck, extremely fine, no toning.  Rare with legend on fire altar 
shaft.  $ 400 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “The absence of  altar flames is sometimes found on these issues, and is not significant. MK placed this 
type at Mint IX, but this has been changed to Mint XII in SNS.”

      

519	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 7.32g, Sind. Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural 
crown with korymbos, letter to right. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (cf  SNS III pl. 145, C1-C2; cf  MK 1352; 
cf  Paruck 253; Sunrise 860, this coin). Choice very fine. Very rare. $ 4,000

      

520	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 7.37g, Sind. Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural 
crown with korymbos, letter to right. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (cf  SNS III pl. 145, C1-C2; cf  MK 1352; 
cf  Paruck 253; Sunrise 861, this coin). A few scattered marks in the fields, some as made, lightly toned, choice 
very fine. Very rare.  $ 4,000 
 

purchased from Freeman & Sear



521	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Æ Unit, 10.47g, uncertain mint, c. AD 309-320. Bust of  Shapur II right, 
wearing mural crown with korymbos, star before. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type Ia/2a (unrecorded); 
MK -; Göbl type Ib/7 (drachms only); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 862, this coin, otherwise unpublished). 
Uniform light chocolate brown patina, very fine.  $ 500 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “A significant coin in the corpus of  Shahpur II. While the type combination is unrecorded in SNS, the 
absence of  the inner ribbons below the korymbos may simply be an error, thus the obverse may actually be of  type Ib. The star on 
the obverse is known on some coins from both Mint I (“Ctesiphon”) and Mint VIII (Herat), but never with this reverse type, and 
neither mint has this large Æ denomination.” In our opinion this was either caused by a die rotation on the reverse or overstrike on 
an earlier coin.”

522	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Lead Unit, 2.4g. Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing diadem and 
mural crown with korymbos, symbol in right field. Rev. Fire altar, flanked by two attendants, bust facing right 
in flames (SNS type 1a/3a; Göbl type Ib/6a; Saeedi -; Sunrise -, cf  Sunrise 862-A). Extremely fine. Very rare, 
possibly unpublished with the obverse symbol and in lead.  $ 300

      

523	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Gold Dinar, 7.31g, uncertain mint, c. AD 320. Bust of  Shapur II 
right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type Ib1/2a (pl. 19, 280); 
MK -; Göbl type Ia/7; Paruck 247; Saeedi AV51-4; Sunrise 863, this coin). Well struck in high relief, 
wonderful compact style, delicately toned with lustre, superb extremely fine. One of  the finest examples 
known.  $ 10,000

524	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.60g, uncertain mint, c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with upward crescent 
symbol and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos 
(SNS type Ib1/3a; MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 864, this coin, otherwise unpublished 
with upward crescent on the fire altar shaft). Choice very fine.   $ 250 
 

ex Album 6, 7 June 2009, lot 35



      

525	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.60g, uncertain mint, c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, two pellets along border at 3 o’clock 
and 9 o’clock. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing 
mural crown with korymbos, pseudo-legend on altar shaft, two pellets along border on each side (SNS type 
Ib1/3a; MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 865, this coin, otherwise an unpublished variety 
with with pellets on the borders). Toned, about extremely fine. Extremely rare.  $ 400

      

526	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Obol, 0.65g, uncertain mint, c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon, upward crescent to right. Rev. Fire 
altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos 
(SNS type Ib1/3a; MK -; Göbl type Ia/6a; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 866, this coin). Toned, superb extremely 
fine, a remarkable little coin. Very rare.  $ 750 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “Obols with upward crescents are known, but the style and lack of  legends on this piece is significantly 
different from the published examples.” 

527	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.22g, uncertain mint, c. AD 320-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust 
left in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, legend on altar shaft 

“shad” (happy and joyful) (SNS type Ib1/3b (pl. 21, 322); MK 1370; Göbl type Ia/6b; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 867, this coin). Toned, nearly extremely fine. Extremely rare with legend on the fire altar shaft.  $ 300 
 

ex William B Warden Jr Collection, Triton XIV, 4 January 2011, lot 488

528	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Drachm, 4.35g, uncertain mint, c. AD 370-379. Bust of  
Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with korymbos and inner ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust 
left in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing mural crown with korymbos, legend on altar shaft, 

“rasty” (truthfulness) (SNS type Ib1/3b (pl. 21, 323); MK -; Göbl type Ia/6b; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 868, 
this coin). Toned, extremely fine.   $ 400 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “SNS lists this variety under ‘dubious or false’ citing only one example in de Morgan. However, many 
more specimens of  this style have appeared recently, and they clearly are authentic.” 



529	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur II (AD 309-379). Silver Diobol(?), 1.16g, contemporary imitation (Baktria or 
northern India?). Bust of  Shapur II right, wearing mural crown with radiate ornament above; crescent above 
star and pseudo-legend to right. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, 
each wearing mural crown (NAP 869, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Very fine.  $ 200

530	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir II (AD 379-383). Silver Drachm, 4.31g, mint I (“Kabul”). Bust of  Ardashir II right, 
wearing plain crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons, flanked by two attendants, each wearing 
plain crown with korymbos (SNS type Ia/1a (pl. 22, 5); Göbl type I/1; Paruck 260; Saeedi 214; Sunrise 870, 
this coin). Toned, extremely fine.   $ 500

      

531	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir II (AD 379-383). Gold Dinar, 7.03g, mint I (“Kabul”). Bust of  Ardashir II right, 
wearing plain crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type Ib/2 (pl. 23, A4-5); Göbl type I/3 
(pl. 7, 124); Paruck -; Saeedi AV59; Sunrise 871, this coin).  Well struck and lustrous, toned, superb extremely 
fine. A marvelous example of  Sasanian art.  The finest example known of  this great rarity.  $ 12,000

532	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir II (AD 379-383). Silver Drachm, 4.13g, mint III (AW (Ohrmazd-Ardashir)). Bust 
of  Ardashir II right, wearing plain crown with korymbos and one diadem end, crescent above diadem end. 
Rev. Fire altar with ribbons, flanked by two attendants, each wearing plain crown with korymbos, inscription 
flanking flames, upward crescent on altar shaft (SNS type Id/1b (pl. 23, A11); Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 872, this coin). Toned, nearly extremely fine. Extremely rare with crescent at top of  ribbon and 
crescent on the fire altar shaft. $ 500



      

533	 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir II (AD 379-383). Silver Obol, 0.7g. Bust of  Ardashir II right, wearing plain 
crown with korymbos, crescent and pellet before. Rev. Fire altar, two attendants flanking (cf  SNS type 1c/1a 
(Obol not recorded); cf  Göbl type I/1 (Obol not recorded); Saeedi -; Sunrise -). Well struck, attractively 
toned, superb extremely fine. Unpublished and of  the greatest rarity for the denomination and type.   $ 1,000

 

 

534	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Gold Dinar, 7.27g, mint I (“Kabul”). Bust of  Shapur III right, 
wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type Ib1/2; Göbl type I/4; 
Paruck -; Saeedi AV59; Sunrise 873, this coin). Some faint hairlines and light marks about the rims, lustrous, 
superb extremely fine. Exceedingly rare.   $ 15,000

      

535	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Gold Lightweight Dinar, 4.20g, mint I (“Kabul”). Bust of  
Shapur III right, wearing crown with diadem. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by 
two attendants, each wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos, inscription on altar shaft (SNS type II/1b 
(pl. 25, A6); Göbl type II/6a (Shahpur II); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 874, this coin). Lustrous, superb mint 
state.  Exceedingly rare.   $ 7,500 
 

The Sunrise Collection states “According to SNS, the crowns on the attendants differentiate the issues of  this type as Shahpur II or III. 
On this example, their crowns appear as the standard crown of  Shahpur III.”   
 

ex Sotheby’s, 26 March 1973, lot 462  
ex Bellaria collection, Triton VII, January 2004, lot 617



536	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Silver Drachm, 4.18g, mint I (“Kabul”). Bust of  Shapur III 
right, wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked 
by two attendants, each wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos, inscription on altar shaft (SNS type Ic/1b 
(pl. 25, A3); Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 875, this coin). Wonderful style, toned, extremely 
fine.  $ 500

537	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Silver Drachm, 4.18g, mint VI (AW (Ohrmazd-Ardashir)). 
Bust of  Shapur III right, wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right 
in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos, inscription “rast(y)” 
(truthfulness) on altar shaft (SNS type Ib2/1b (pl. 27, 18); Göbl type I/1; Paruck 265; Saeedi 218; 
Sunrise 876, this coin). An incredible coin with outstanding detail and style, lightly toned and lustrous, nearly 
mint state.   $ 2,000

538	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Silver Drachm, 4.44g, “Western” group. Bust of  Shapur III 
right, wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked 
by two attendants, each wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos, inscription “rast(g)” on altar shaft 
(SNS type Ib1/1b (pl. 29, 34); Göbl type I/1 (pl. 8, 126); Paruck -; Saeedi 222; Sunrise 877, this coin). Boldly 
struck, toned, extremely fine.   $ 300

      

539	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Gold Dinar, 7.31g, Sind. Bust of  Shapur III right, wearing 
flat-topped crown with korymbos and decoration on clothing. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust right in 
flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing diadem with korymbos (SNS III pl. 145, C9 (same dies); 
Paruck -; Sunrise 878, this coin). Boldly struck in high relief, golden orange tone, extremely fine. Extremely 
rare.  $ 6,000 
 

ex Peus, Auction 392, May 2007, lot 4406



      

540	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Gold Dinar, 7.30g, Sind. Bust of  Shapur III right, wearing flat-
topped crown with korymbos and decoration on clothing, two letters (one uncertain) to right. Rev. Fire altar 
with ribbon and bust right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing diadem with korymbos 
(SNS III -; Paruck -; Sunrise 879, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Choice very fine. Extremely rare.  $ 4,000 
 

ex Triton VI, 14 January 2003, lot 524

      

541	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Gold Dinar, 7.30g, Sind. Bust of  Shapur III right, wearing flat-
topped crown with korymbos, crescent above uncertain symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar with ribbon and bust 
right in flames, flanked by two attendants, each wearing diadem with korymbos (SNS III -; Paruck -; Sunrise 880, 
this coin, otherwise unpublished with these obverse symbols). Very fine. Very rare.   $ 2,500 
 

Some symbols similar to the symbol on the obverse have been interpreted as “scorpion”. 

      

542	 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur III (AD 383-388). Silver Obol, 0.50g, uncertain mint. Bust of  Shapur III right, 
wearing flat-topped crown with korymbos, symbol to right. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons, flanked by two 
attendants, each wearing flat-topped crown (cf  SNS type Ia1/4; cf  Göbl type I/2 (and pl. 8, 130 (Æ Unit)); 
Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 881, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Toned, extremely fine.   $ 500

543	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 4.25g, AS (Asuristan), c. AD 389-394. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons and bust 
right (no flames), flanked by two attendants, inscription on altar “rasty” shaft and flanking altar (SNS type Ia1/2a 
(pl. 35, 19); Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 882, this coin). Lustrous, nearly mint state.   $ 750 
 

ex William B Warden Jr Collection, Triton XIV, 4 January 2011, lot 498



      

544	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Gold Dinar, 7.07g, AT (Adurbadagan), c. AD 388/9. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS 
type Ia1/1a (pl. 36, A17 - this coin); Göbl type I/2; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 883, this coin). Scattered marks 
in the fields and signs of  old cleaning, toned, very fine. This appears to be the only example offered at auction within 
the last 50 years. A great rarity. $ 10,000 
 

ex Sotheby’s, May 1987, lot 64

545	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 3.88g, AW (Ohrmazd-Ardashir), 
c. AD 388/9. Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos, single diadem end, 
letters of  mintmark “aw” at the end of  ribbon. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons, inscription - mintmark “aw”, 
similar to obverse to left of  altar shaft (SNS type Ia5/1a (unlisted combination); Göbl type I/2; Paruck -; 
Saeedi -; Sunrise 884, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Well struck, toned, superb extremely fine. Extremely 
rare.  $ 500

546	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 4.17g, AWH (Ohrmazd-Ardashir), 
c. AD 389-394. Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with 
ribbons and bust right (no flames), flanked by two attendants; inscription - mintmark “awh” above (SNS type 
Ia1/2a (pl. 36, 26); Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 885, this coin). A nice bold strike, attractively 
toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 500

547	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 3.95g, BBA (Court mint), 
c. AD 394-399. Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with 
ribbons, flanked by two attendants, inscription on altar shaft and to left of  flames (SNS type Ia1/3 (pl. 37, A26); 
Göbl type I/3 (pl. 8, 136); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 886, this coin). Well struck, a beautiful example, lustrous, 
no toning, nearly mint state.  $ 500



548	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 3.96g, DALAPKLT (Darabgird), 
c. AD 394-399. Bust of  Varhran IV right on floral ornament, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. 
Rev. Fire altar with ribbons, flanked by two attendants, inscription “vh” and “kar” (good deed) on altar shaft 
and to left and right of  flames (SNS type Id/3 (pl. 38, 38); Göbl type I/3; Mochiri 3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 887, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.  $ 300

549	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 3.72g, HLYDY (Herat), c. AD 389-394. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons and 
bust right (no flames), flanked by two attendants, inscription mint mark “hlydy” (or “hrydy”) on altar shaft 
(SNS type Ia1/2a (pl. 39, 42); Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 888, this coin). A marvelous example, 
lightly cleaned, delicately toned, superb extremely fine.   $ 500

550	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 4.15g, HLYDY (Herat), c. AD 389-394. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons and 
bust right (no flames), flanked by two attendants, inscription mintmark “hrdy” on altar shaft (SNS type Ia1/2a 
(pl. 39, 42); Göbl type I/1; Mochiri 89; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 889, this coin). Toned, about extremely 
fine.   $ 750 
 

ex Malter 55, 1993, lot 471  
ex Bellaria Collection, Triton VII, January 2004, lot 630

551	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 3.56g, HLYDY (Herat), c. AD 389-394. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons and bust 
right (no flames), flanked by two attendants, inscription to left and right, and on altar shaft (SNS type Ia1/2a; 
Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 890, this coin). Lustrous and delicately toned, superb extremely 
fine.   $ 500



552	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 4.03g, Merv. Bust of  Varhran IV 
right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons and bust right in flames, 
flanked by two attendants (SNS type Ic/2c (pl. 40, 57); Göbl type I/1; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Göbl, Hunnen Em. 30 
(Hunnic); Donum Burns 1565-6 (Kidarites); Sunrise 891, this coin). Extremely fine, lightly toned.  $ 200

                                                                          553                                                         554

553	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 3.63g, c. AD 388/9. Bust of  Varhran IV 
right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons (SNS type Ia3/1a (pl. 41, 61); 
Göbl type I/2 (pl. 8, 139); Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 892, this coin). Toned, extremely fine. Rare.  $ 500

554	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Drachm, 3.87g, uncertain mint, c. AD 394-399. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos. Rev. Fire altar with ribbons, flanked 
by two attendants (SNS type Ic/3 (pl. 44, A65); Göbl type I/3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 893, this coin). 
Toned, very fine.   $ 250

      

555	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Obol, 0.43g, uncertain mint, c. AD 389-394. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos and no ribbons, symbol to right. Rev. 
Fire altar with ribbons and bust right (no flames), flanked by two attendants, pellet on altar shaft (cf  SNS type 
Ib3/2a; cf  Göbl type I/3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; Sunrise 894, this coin, otherwise unpublished). Toned, extremely 
fine. Extremely rare.  $ 500

      

556	 Sasanian Kingdom. Varhran (Bahram) IV (AD 388-399). Silver Obol, 0.41g, uncertain mint, c. AD 394-399. 
Bust of  Varhran IV right, wearing winged merlon crown with korymbos and no ribbons, symbol to right. 
Rev. Fire altar with ribbons, flanked by two attendants (cf  SNS type Ib1/3; Göbl type I/3; Paruck -; Saeedi -; 
Sunrise 895, this coin, otherwise unpublished). A wonderful full strike and an absolutely superb specime, 
delicately toned, nearly mint state. Extremely rare.   $ 1,000
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